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ireCtions for plain Chriſtians 

ito Pray upon - moſt occaſions, and 

| to prepare themſelves for the 
Lord's Table; by the Ufe 


and Khowledg. of the 
Shorter Catechiſm. 


A Deign diffeteiit from any 
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|To all thoſe whom God 


(3) 
[38885489 :EEHS805G 


ſhall direCt to pertiſe this 
Book, and eſpecially thz 
People of &c, for whoſe 
ble it was firſt concetv- 


ed. 


| The light of ſaving know- 


ledge, and the Life of 
Grace and Glory, & 


| Beloved Reader, 


oF - ire three Sins of 0181 - 
fron, of 'a more heinous Na- 
ture and provocation of 


Divine diſpleaſure, than the 


| Ipmorint or ſecure, do iniaginte. 


The . firſt is, the neglect of Prayer 
in Familics; the Second is the ne- 


A 2 gle 


Third is the neglect of, or elſe the 
partial preparation for it. To be 
Prayerleſs, is to forget and diſown 
God's Sovernignty, Goodneſs, and 
Providence in a high degree. To 
beſt rangers to the £ubl; of the Lord, 
7s to flacken our Baptiſmal-Cove- 
nant, and is a degree of Apiſtacy 
and drawing back from our engage- 
ment to be the Lord's. Laſth, to 
Fat and Drink unworthily and 
unpreparedly, doth flir ap the Lord's 
inſupportable wrath, which breaks 


4 
gleit of the Lord's Supper ; the | 


ont upon us in ſickneſſes, Diſeaſes 


and Death. Not to ſpeak of the 
careleſs, lothful, prophane, and diſ- 
obedient among us, many there be, 
who being convinced if their daty to 
perform all theſe things, are diſcou- 
faged by their inability ; and ſo 
knowing that they oneght to Wor- 
ſhip God in the duties. mentioned, 
but not knowing what of how to a 
as they ought, they are inperplext* 

, ty, 


— ta. a OA TITT FF TFT 
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| fervice of thoſe who have. learned 


| (5) 
h, and ander the rebuke of the 
Word, ayd their Ow Conſciences, 
ITo ſuch as theſe this Tregtiſe may 


be of uſe þ 
I. Now, nporw 4 good oecaſion of 


1Diſcourſe with ſong? to whom I am 
Iþecially related, 1 ſhewed them the 
| WE 5 A 
ofe they might make of the Shorts 
er Catechiſm, i» which I found 


Ithem to. have been long exerciſed 


I odinftruited, for their help to per- 
| form" thoſe two duties, of Prayer 
and\ Preparation far the Commu- 
f the Body and Blood of Chriſt, 
oweth in this Book, For the 


| that Gatechiſm, but cannot buy” 0- 


| ther Books, and that either cannot 
| will not ſpend much time to read 


many Books, and who may with 


{ more eaſe, in likely-hood, be brought 


to the prattice of duties in a way they 


| know, and by means they approve of, 
| than in a way they know nat, and by 


other 


Ba 


«farſ thought POR. 


The Scope of this little Book is ty ; 
direit and perfwade the plain, but | 
willing and honeſt C briſtian,to watch | 


t0.Prayer{ and to contiene in Prayer 
-with. thanksogrving from day to day, 
both with others and alone; and- to 


examine and prepare himichf+ for the | 
Lord's Supper, and this, at but little | 
wore coft and labour , tha\the-buy- |. 
ing. and HOL of that Shorter | 


Catechiſin. 


The mater Vo his little Book 3s an- | 
ſwerable ta. the Scope.) are) chiefly | 


"Directions, ſhewing how that Gate- 


'chiſr learned\in child-hwdand youth, | 
.uny be profitable to guide *and help | 
them in. the practice of theſe two | 
great duties ſpoken of, all their Antes. | 
And obſerve, that when you.ecxamine | 
__ ſelves forthe G 0mmmuion, yu | 


4, 


end, this a een, and uf 7 was 


ame 
was 


If it, except where neces 


(7) 
Ui your 7e4le, and produce your Evir 
= for” Heaven' and Sabvation, 
ilta, by a little rudy of this ſhort Bo- 
| by of. Divinity, you may both know, 


|ybether you are ina ate of Grace, - 
luxd how to come into it, with many 
\uher Benefits to your Souls, I have 
liupt as ſtrictly a5 T comtd tothe very 


wrds,g all along to the mater of the 
Catechiſcs, aud followed the method 
ty required 


| Ihave endeavoured to ſupply what 


| was defective in it, namely that whole 


Chapter of Trial of our Love, and alſo 
New Obedience : becauſe you are 


| tuxght. fo Examine your Love and 


New Qbedience, but they are not ex- 
plained, as Faith and Repentance 


| wes therefore that you rmmrobr not be 
| ut a boſs therein, I have ſpoken to 


them, but therein kept to the matter, 


| and often to the words of the Cate- 
| chiſm, Alſo, T have touched ſome 


44 Weſt 


"C's) 
© weſtions and Gaſes which fell in wy | a 2 
way, to. make the worF more” prof. | td 
5/6 And us have done that which 
was. wet done by any upon this Cate. \ 
ehiſos before, . ſo it will not hinder the 

ſale, ox the.uſe of any other Praxigsr 
FExpoſetion upay it ; and therefire | 
pray be a further belp, and by the blef. \ (, 
ſeng of God. ſerviceable to them who 
are of meaner parts, and. have leſs 
leiſure than others to read many Vi- 
lumes, and offers no contemptible aſſ- 


#ance to Chriſtians of a higher form, 


Fon= Pzin- 


(9) 


LLELLLLLS AS ITSS, 


- | Principles made Pzactical 


PART TI. 


Chiefly concerning Prayer. 


[ 
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- .CHAP.1. 


| Of the advantages of this Work, of 


taking out matey of” Prayer out 
of the Catechiſm, and ſhewing 


whence and hovy it is drawn. 


votion for ſfeyeral occaſions, but I 
fear ( not without cauſe). all that 

> uſe them do not uſe them- to their 
profic, Such as are not inſtruted in 
the Subſtancials of Chriſtian Religion, 


| = there are many. Forms of De-+ 


{ that know not God in Chriſt as Media- 
| tor, that are noc ſenſible of the ſinfulgeſs 
| ot Sin, the Corruption of their Natures 
| 498 Lives, the defer of Sin, the Cove- 


'nanc 


*l 


glorify God, and do their own Souls 


Principles made Prafiical, | 


nant of Grace, and the Bleſſings ang 
Benefirs of- ie, muſt 'needs offer to Gog 
the Blint andthe Dead. * "And fo the 
Devotion is till in the Book, but hath 
not - caught the Heart, He that Prayeth 
by another Man's Book without Judg. 
ment, and Aﬀe&tion guided by know. 
ledge, gives that to God which coſteth 
him nothing, but the bowing of his Knees, 
and the Labour iof his Lip :- he offers up 
what he hath nor made his'own. Again, 
there are extant many excellent Catechiſms 
and Expoſitions ; but. ſome; cannot be 
brought ſo much as to learn them, and 
many chat learn know not bow ta furn 
chem co, cheir. help . in Godly Exerciles : 
and ſo uot. knowing the uſctyinels ofchem 
t5 the progreſs of their Lives, lay them a- 
ſide and 'forget them; or if they cannot 
forget them, yet not turning the kngy's 
ledge acquir'd: into praftice, what thy 
karned with ſome roit in their younggr 
time, is like-a {ſmall Rock that lyes by ad 
dead, without return or profit. Buc1 
poor Souls will buc ſpend ſome cime in 
learning this Shorter Catechiſm,they will 
get acquaineance with great and neceſſary 
Truths, -and' by fach a Teacher as chis 
little B»ok 4s, they may know how to 


Good 
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Prmtiples made Praftical. 

Good by that Knowledge; and I humbly 
conceive. not- without - manifeſt profit. ' 
1, As he willſee bis way;to he will be 
taught to walk in it : the way of Salva- 
tion is both co be known and trequented, 


| knowledge and Practice do perte&t and 
| make the Chriftian compleat. We have 
| need both of eyes and feet. in our Chriſti. 


an courſe, He who hath che knowledge of 
aCatechiſm, but doth notwalk with God 
in the duties of Religion, 15 like a Criple 
who hath eyes, bur cannotgo tor want 
of feet and jegs. To be taught the Do- 


1 &rine according to Godlines, and to ex» 
| erciſe our ſelves in Gedlinels by the Ap- 


plication-of that Do&rine, muſt needs be 
proficables.' 5 by t 
2. And: particularly ,' by this Cate» 


| chiſms thus 1mproved , wherein the Hea- 
| renly Dodtrines are cloſely compiled, ſo 
/ that you have .much Divinity in a futle 
| room, conſiderable profit muſt accrue ; 


when by it you may improve Þorh in 1n- 
{trution and devotion ; yo's may come 
to know, and worſhip (od by che ſame 


means. | 


| © 3. When you findthat the matter of 


Prayer is bur the ſame which-you Learn» 


| &, and for the moſt partin che ſame 


words and phraſes: whale you exerciſe 
mt | | your 


ir 
= 
* » - 


Principles wade Praftical; 
your ſelves in learning your Catechiſm | 
you ſtore up marter for Prayer, andby 


giving your ſelf to Prayer you preferye || 
and enliven your Knowledge, And 


thus you will the better know the way of |. 


Salvation by walking in it. 

4- You muſt needs grow in your |** 
eſteem of ("arechiſms, when you find 
what uſe is to be made of them in; 
Chriſtian Converſation, and by eſteem. 
ing Catecbiſmzs you ſhall profit by them, 
I ſpeak not of this Catechifz#z only you 
ſee : but of others alſo which may be turn. 
ed to the further advancement of Religi- 
on, among thoſe who have been accuſto- 
med. to them, How could I hererunout 
into a ſad complaint, both forthe diſule 
and abuſe of Catechifing ? The groſler 
ſort of Men look upon Carechifing as 
good for young ones, to exerciſe their | 
tongues and memories : many look upon | 
It as a priviledge, to grow too big and 
old for Catechifingz many confeſs they 
could have ſaid a great deal, bur they 
have forgotten: and ſo we have to do 
with roo many fools and blind in the 
things of God and their own. Salvation, 
and who may be ranked among them who. | 
call not upon God, They who know } 
not the ſweernels of Religious duries, re- 
go my om ms member 


Principles made Priaflical. 
nemberthe'tormenc of learning their Ca- 
thoſe 3. and that renders chem evil-af- 
kRed ro the Word &Ordinances, as hay= 
ng more of Labour than reward in them, 
[Bur, when they ſee a necellicy of Pray- 
ing, and preparing for the Lords Table, 
hey ſhall nor think ir coo much toil to 
karn a Shors Catechiſm: and ſurely 
hey cannot be ſo-averſe to duties, when 
hey ſee how the knowledge of a Cate- 
t;ſms doth enable them thereunto. And 
* Js may be hoped for, except all due 
PP" {iſe of che neceflity of following their e. 
j. Irlaſting concernmenr, be excinguiſhed 
al i them ; becauſe fo little a Carechiſmw 
my be ſoon learned, and by the often 
iſe Irpccition of it, it becomes more familiar 

" {Jothem; and conſequently the Duties 


- mentioned cannot be ſo ſtrange and diffi= 
eix | ule, ; ; ; 
5a 1 5. This one little Catech;ſms thus im- 


nd {'oved, and made Practical, may ſerve 
oy Jnſtead of many Books. I wiſh every 
- {family in the Land, had at leaft one Bible 
dy {common uſe, one ſound Catechsſw ex- 
he Jlaned, one Treatiſe of Converſion or 
Regeneration, which handles che being or 


n x INC 
{> {{oniticution of a Chriſtian, another of 
\y {it Conyerſation of a Chriſtian, teaching 


[ow he ought to Govern himſelf, in all 
; RB © 


F4 


| from a Catecb;ſm, and is but Mans teach; | 
ing to pray, The ſervice 1 offer theedf/ 


Principlef made Praftical. £ 
relations and conditions 5 and 35I wiſh 
all one 'Congregations co conſiſt of holy 


Commumnicancs, fo . that every one would | 


have alwaies at hand fome help for (elf. 
examination and . preparation, Chany 
well diſpoſed. would jn tew years provide | 
ſome of thele for the poor. Thus ſmall | 
Book may. be -uſeful for the ſecret and 
Family duty of Prayer, ani: the publick | 
duty of Eating and Drinking the Loxd's 
Supper, ' And if it ſhall not happenco be 
Sivento the Poor, it may be bought for 
a ſew pence ;-and one Book well-ttudied 
will turn. tnore to profit, than many 
{lighcly uſed. "IR TIG : 
And that this ſmall piece may betruly 
advantageous 3 be adviſed, | 
'- IT, To learn the Cgrechiſm, and tobe 
ready in the proofs of Scripture, | 
| 2. Do not uſe the forms of Prayer 
which follow, with neglect of che Care- | 
chiſm 3 that may be bur blind devotion, | 
| 2. Comcent not thy ſelf with learning 
the Catechiſm, without the daily exercle 
of Prayer with thanksgiving ; that know- 
ledge will be bur vain and incffeQual | 
without devotion and obedience. | 
. Deſpiſe 'not this, becaule, it grovs | 


chus | 
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Principles made Prouviical. 
this, is no other than to help thee to 
wood for the Sacrifice; the Spirit of Grace 


fend - down his holy fire into thy 


Heart, that thou mayſt be fervent in Sp1- 


| zit; and charchy fervent effeQual Pray- 
| ers may prevail much, 20] 


DR _—_—— 
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HAP, II. 


Shewing whence and how the matter 
of Prayer us drawn out of the Ca- 
techiſm, with a Form or Pat- 
tern of Prayer thence deduced, 


— 
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to, # Prayer; for your clearer pro= 


ceeding, obſerve what Prayer is : Af. 
| | to Queſtion 98. Prayer 3s the offering 
wp our deſires to God, for things agreeable 


to bis will, in the Name of Chriſt, with 
confeſſion of our Sins, and thankful ac- 


| knowledgment of bis mercies. 


When you offer up your defiresto 


| God, how will you conceive of him? 
| What Titles will you give him ? Look to 
| Aſ.4, God is a Spirit @'. (3s follow- 


You 


& in the Prayer) 


r5 


5 ſig firſt duty proponnded to be [| poken SECT.I. 
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| You cannot expect to ſpeed for yout 


own fakes, nor preſume to go in your 


own Names, or in the Name of any Crea- 
tare, Saint or Angel, but in the Name; 
that 1s, by vertue of the Mediation of 
Jeſus Chriſt, Here look to A. 25. And 
in making continual interceſſion for us. 

In your Prayers, you offer ap your 
defires to E631, for things ——— tO 
his will. What are your deſires? You 
want all ſpiritual and Heavenly Bleſſings, 
and temporal good things, which God 
kath promiſed, and directed us in bis 
Word to. ask;, . particularly in that Pray. 
ex, called the Lord's Prajer.. Particular- 
Iy, pray for the Application of the Be- 
nefits of Redemp:ion, and the Benefits 
which they who are effectually called par- 
cake of in this Lifez and what B:licvers 
do receive at their Death, and at the 
ReſurreAtion ſee from A. to Q. zo. wo 
the 38, You mult allo pray for. the 
means of Grace, by which you obtain 
theſe Graces, Priviledges and Bleſſings , 
as the continuance of theChr:;ſtianSatbath 
as.in the 4. Commandment, A, to Q. 
$8, $9,90.91, The owtward and ord:- 
nary means, &c. You cannot but de- 


| ire the mercies of this Life, ſuch as 16- 
ſpeR your outward Man, Whaz makes 


Men 


Printiples thade Praflical: 
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Principles made Prafical. 
Men outwardly happy z but a competen= 


| cy of the good things of this Life, and 


proſperity ( as far as ſhall be for God's 
Glory and our good, ) Then Men live 


! happily upon Earth, when every one 
| doth perform his duty, when we enjoy 


peace, when we live in ſafery, honour, 


| chaſtiry, good repute, outward wealch, 
| and are content with our own condition, 
| as you may gather from what 1s con- 


tained 1n the 6. laſt Commandments. 
When you Pray, you mnlt confeſs your 

Sins, What Sins ? See the finfulneſs of 

that ſtate into which mankind fell, and 


| the ſeveral Sins againſt each Command- 
] ment, Make therefore your requeſts | 


known, with humble confeſſion of your 
Original Sin, bewail your guile ; che 
loſs of Original Righteouſneſs, the Cor- 


| ruption of your Nature and your many 
| aQualSins, of thought, word, and deed, 
| of omiſſion, or careleſs performance of 


the duties required, and of commiſſion of 


| Sins forbidden in each Commandment, 


See, and ſearch each Commandmenr, 


| as opened in the Catechiſm, rogether with 

| the heinouſneſs of your Sins, and the 

| greatneſs of them wich their ſeveral ag- 

| gravations, A. 83, 84. With athank- 

| fukacknowledgment of his Mercies. For 
B 


what 


7 
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Principles made P rablical. 
whac Mercies ? For all Mercies revealed, 
offered, and receved, Particularly, for 
the Covenant of Grace, for Jeſus Chriſt 
the Redeemer, for all the: Benefits 
ct Redemption, for Grace, lor the means 
of Grace, for outward Mercies, publick, 
private, perſonal, We ofter up our de- 
fires for what we want, and make a thank- 
tul acknowledgment of what we have 
anc enjoy. And fo, the matter of both 
is the ſame, when you know what to 
Pray. for, you know- alſo -whart to. be 


thankful for. For this, ſee A, to Q.20. 


21, 3I.32.t0 39. A. 85, 88, &c. 
And to humble us 1n the fight of God, 

and to make us earneſt and 1mportunate, 

ler us lay ro heart the miſcry of our ſtate 


fince the fall. A. 18, and $2, 83, 84. 
Here followeth a form, or pattern of 
Prayer,framed according to thoſe 
'  Dwrefltons. 


God, who art a Spirit Infinite,Ecer- 


k nal, Unchangeable, in thy Being, 


in thy Wiſdom, Power, Holineſs, Ju- 
ſtice, Goodneſs and Truth. Although 
we are nor fit to come into thy Glorious 
Prefence, being both unlike thee,dark and 
toolſh, impotent and unclean, guilty 


& 
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Principles made Pradtical, . 
and corrupt, thou arc Gracioully pleaſed 
to Command us todraw nigh unto thee, 
and to ſeek thy Face, in the Name of the 
the Lord Feſws Chriſt our Advocate, in 
whom chou art well pleaſed. For thine 


| Infinite Mercies, and for thy Goodneſs 
lake be nigh unto us by'thy Holy Spi- 
| it, through Feſus Chriſt, ' According to 


the multi db of thy render mercies be 


| merciful unto us, and blor our a[l our 


inquiries. 


19 


We humbly confeſs and þewail ; that 4 /29rt 2&* 


the Covenant being made wich Adam 
for himſelf and his Poſterity, we who'de- 
end from him by Ordinary Generation, 

Sinned 1n him-and fell with him ; and 


| now ( O Lord moſt holy and juſt ) we 
| egulty before thee, we have Joſt Ort- 
| ginal Righteouſneſs, and our whole Na- 


ture 1s corrupted, whereby we are apt and 


| prone co all maner of actual tranſgreſſions 
which proceed from this our Orginal 


bins 
We acknowledg, that for our Sin we 
are juſily deprived of Communion with 


| thee, and fallen under thy wrath and 
curſe, and made liable to all.chc Miſeries 


| of chis Life, to Death ic ſelf, and to rhe 
| pains of Hell for ever, Oh! we have 


daily broken thy Commandments, in 


B 2 thought, 


ner al Con- 


ſeſſion. 
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« Principles made Prafiical, 
chought, word and deed, and our Sins 
are very heinous in thy hght, becauſe of 
many agoravations. 

Holy Lord,our Nature is fo corrupted 
and degenerate, that we have by aQ 


according to it, tranſgreſſed all thy Ho. ' 
ly Commandments. Oh ! »we have no | 


loved thee with all ourHeart, with all our 9 tr 


Soul, and with all our Mind ; we havenot 
loved our ſelves as we ought, nor our | 


Neighbour as our ſelves. We are bound 
to keep all thy Commandmen's, becauſe 
thou arc the Lord our God and Redeem. 


er. Bur, Oh, we have not known thee, 


nor acknowledged thee the only trucGod, | 
and our God, nor worſhipped and glo- | 
rified thee accordingly. As we have | 
conteſſed thee with our mouths, fo in | 


our works we have denied thee z we have 


not worſhipped and g'orified thee as the | 
only true God, as God ( Infinitly Blel- | 


ſed and Glorious) but have robbed thee, 
a:d given that to others which 1s dueto 
thee alone. Ant have not conſidered 1n 
our hearts that thou(who hareſt iniquity) 


ſceſt all things takeit n-rice of, and ar | 
much di{pleaſed with ſuch cranſgreſſors. | 

We have not received, obſerved, and | 
kept pure and entire all ſuch Religiovs * 


Worthip and Ordinances as thou haſt 
appointed 


| ty 


; 


| 


1 


| 


1 
3 


4 
© 
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| day by idleneſs, or thac which is inic ſelf 
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Principles made Prafticul, 
pointed in thy Word; nor have we 
confidered thy Soveraignty over us, Pro- 
ety in us, and the zeal which thou 
ftto thine own Worſhip, 
We have not holily and reverently 


| ud thy Names, Titles, Anributes, Or- 
dinances;,Word and Works, but have of- 


ren prophaned the things whereby thou 


| haſt made thy ſelf known z neither have 
| we laid to Heart, that though the break = 


ers of. this Commandment way eſcape 
puniſhmenc from Men , yer 'chou the 
Lord our God wilt not ſuffer them to e*- 
(cape-chy Righteous Judgments, - 
Glorious and Holy Lord, we have not 
kept holy to thee ſuch ſer times as thou 
baſt appointed, . not that one Whole day 


Jinſeven whach is our Chriſtian Sabbachs 


ve have not Sanchified it, by a holy reſt. 


| ne all that day from ſuch Worldly em- 
| poyments -and: recreations, as are law- 


tul on other dayes, and by ſpending the 
whole time, 1n the publick and private 
exerciſes of thy Worſhip, or orely in the 
works of ( meer ) necelſity and mercy. 
Bur on the contrary, we have finned by 


| the omiſſton or careleſs performance of the 


duties required, by often prophaning the 


intul, and by unneceſſary thoughts, 
B 3 words, 
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words and 'works, about worldly em. 
ployments, or recreations. 

And wehave not, as we ſhould, cons 
fidered thy mercitul allowing us fix dajes 
or our wotldly imployments, thy chal- 
efiging a ſpecial propriety in the Sabbath 


day, thine own example, andthy bleſſing | 
of it, all which thould have moved usto * 


keep.it holy, 

Thus have we finned againſt thine in. 
finite glorious Majeſty: (we- have finned 
againſt Heaven and againſt thee) to theſe 


great offences againſt thee 'the Lord our | 
God,we have added manyfins againſt our | 
| Neighbouralſo. We have not only fail- | 


ed 1n performing the:duty, which we ow 
to every one intheir ſcyeral places and re- 
lations, but have(otren and many waies) 
done contrary thereuntog''we havefinned 
in not preſerving the honour , in'a6t per- 
forming the duties belonging to every ong 
1n their ſevera] places and relations, as 
Superiours, Intericurs, and Equals bur 
have neglected: or done many things 4- 
ganſt the Honour, and Duty } belonging 
to every. one 1n their ſeveral places ad re- 
lations, | 

We have not been {o careful and chari- 
table as we ought, to do wharloever tend- 


ech to the preſcrvation of eur own,and our 
| Neigh- 


RY OIL FEOR! 
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Nejphbour's lite 4 ot.our own and out 
Neighbour's chaſtity, in-Heart, ſpeechz 
and behaviour, but haye ftaned by un. 
chaſt thoughts, or ſpeeches, or actions. 
We have not (ſtadied) ' to procute and 
filrther the wealth, and outward eftate of 


] our ſelves, and Neighbour, bur have of:en 


hindered both, Woe have not laboured 


| to maintain and promote truth berween 


man-and man, and of our own or our 
Neighbour's good Name 3 buc have (e- 


ther by -1hprudence , inconfideraceneſs, 


want of zeal,* credulity, or fome cor- 
tupt- affection-) ſpoken, or entertained, 
what is prejudicial to'truth, and injuti= 
ous! to otir own and © dir Netghbour's 
good Name. | OY 

O Lord, we have not been fully con- 
tented with our own condition, nor have 


| (alwaies)had a right andcharitable frame 


| of Spiric, cowards our Neighbour, and all 


| thatis hisz but have been ſubje& to diſ- 


contentment, to envy or grieve at the good 


of our Neighbour, and to many inordi- 


nate motions, and afiettions, 


For theſe our manitold inzquicies,tranſ- 


greſſions, and fins, yea for the leaft of 


| them, we deſerve thy wrath and curſe, 
| both in chis life, and that which is to 


B 4 - come, 


#5 
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24 Principles made Prafiical, 
come, but for Feſws Ebrifts ſake haye 
mercy upon us, 

O Lord, thou haſt been pleaſed out of 
thy meer good pleaſure, to decree to bri 
thine ele&kt our of the ſtate of fin and mi- 
lery, by the Lord Feſus Chriſt the only 
Redeemer. He was gracioully pleaſed to 
humble himſelf,to the death of the crof 
to ſatisfy thy divine juſtice;to reconcile us 


to thee, and now he ever liveth making | 


Interceſſon for poor Sinners. 
Supplies O thou the Father of oyr Lord Jeſus 
F10n or of- Chr;ſ#, ( the Father of Mercies, and the 


fon ep God of all Grace) for the ſake of 


quefts in thine Eternal and Beloved Son havg mer- 
zhe Name cy upon us, and apply to us by thy ho- 
— hpadggs ly Spirit the Redemprion purchaſed by 
Chriſt, by working Faith in us, and 
thereby uniting vs co him, We humbly 
For effec- Pray thee, convince us of our ſin and mi- 
t»al cal- ery, enlighten our minds 1n the knows 
lng. ledge of Chriſt, renew our wills, and per- 
{wade and enable us, to imbrace Feſus 
Chriſt, freely offered to. us in che Gol- 

el. 
: : O that thou wouldft juſtify us freely 
For F*f1- yy thy Grace, and pardon all our fins, 
— accept of us as righteous in thy fight, 
only for the Righteouſneſs of Feſws Chriſt 
impy- 


” wv ww E .I—q 
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imputed co us, O that thou wouldeſt For 4dop- 
xeceive us (who are by Nature Children 77%” 
of wrath ) into the number of, and give 
ysa right to all the priviledges of che Sons 
of God. 

Gracious Father,by the mighty work- For Sanc-" 
ing of the Spirit of San&tification, renew 7!f<4#10». 


| us in our whole Man, after thine own 
| mage, and enable us more aud more to 
| dy to Sin, and to live unto Righteoul. 


And being Juſtified, SanRified, and A- For the be- 
dopted, we beleech thee vouchſafe us afſu- ef 


: which 'ac- 
rance of thy Love, Peace of Conſcience, company 


| py inthe Holy Ghoſt, encreafe of Grace, ,, flow 
| and perſeverance therein unto the end. from Fr- 


And when we come to our.end, we /#ficat197 


| humbly pray thee at our Death co make ns Go. 
| perfet in Holineſs, to bring us immedi- 


| arely unto Glory, and ler our Bodies be- 
| ing ſtill united co Chriſt, reſt-in their 


obey 2 oe 


Graves till the ReſurreRion, At the Re- 

ſurection, we pray thee to raiſe us up in 

Glory, openly toacknowledg us and ac 

quit us inthe day of Judgment : and to 

make us perfeRly bleſſed in the ful enjoy-'z, Grace 

ment of thee,(our God) toall Eternicy. anda . 
And Gracious and Bleſſed Lord, fince 5'«Ving 


upon the 


; thou haſt appointed wayes and means, by ,7.... of 


CEL A ama a. 


winch we may attain theſe Bleings, we grace. 
humbly 


Principles made Prattical;, 
humbly entreat thee, to work in ns 
Faith' in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and Re- 
pentance unto Lite, and to make us dili. 
gent in;the uſe of all outward means, 


whereby Jeſus Chriſt doth communicate | 


to us the benefits of our Redemption, 
We beſeech thee by thy Holy Sparic to 
make the reading, and prezching of thy 
Word, an eftcctualt means of convincing 
and convercing Sinners, and building up 
us and others in holineſs and comfort, 
through Faith unto Salvation:: - Wepray 
thee teach us to attend co thy word with 


diligence and preparation, and to re. 


ceive._ it - With Faith and Love, to lay 
It up in-our Hearts, and practifc it 1n our 
Lives, = | 
Continue to thy Church, :thy Holy 
Inſtitutions and Sacraments : Bleſs che 
one to bea-fign and ſeal of our engratt- 
mg 'into Chriſt, and partaking of the 
Benefics of the Covenant of Grace, andto 
engage us to be the Lord*s. Blels the 0+ 
ther alſo, that by Faith the worthy re- 
ceivers of it, may be partakers of the Bo- 
dy and Blood ot Chriſt, with all his be- 


nefits, to our Spiricurl nouriſhment and 


f 


fa my - 


2 L $4 08 OI ae "OO . ET T9” OT" 0 Ree 
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<yapczng growth in Grace. 
, "© Lord, thou haſt commanded us to 


Ard mer- x 
cies, pray for all Men,we beleech thee to grant 
| unto 


| 


A 


| 
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Principles made Prafiical. 
anto the King, and all our Superiors, the 
Spirit of Wiſdom 8& Grace,to perform the 
duties of their ſeveral places help chem 
{ro tute thar out lives, chaſtity, wealth 
and outward eſtate, that.our good names 


| and truth between man and man,may be . 
| ſecured, maintained and promoted ; (that - 
| under them we may lead peaceable and + 
quier lives,in all Godlineſs and. honeſty;) 


Grant chat in all our converſationamon 

inen, we may behave our ſelves humbly, 
reverently and obediently cowards our 
Superiours ; and may live in peace, net- 
ther doing; violence to the Life of 'our 
Neighbour, nor ſuffering from them ; 
that we may live ſoberly, chaſtly,' ho- 
neftly, 'not hindring bur furthering the 
oo0d eſtate of each other 3 promoting of 


| truth, and the good Nameand repure 


( withoutſtandering or reproaching) not 


| witndſtng fally againtt one anorher;lear- 


I Ta 0c oh nee ite 


ning to be contented with our own con- 
dition, 'Withour enyy or grief ac each 0. 


27 


thers good, and ſupprefiing all inordinate ; ”s 


motions and affections contrary there. 


| unto. 


% 


0 


: .O thou, ( who haſt ll power both in ,_.. 
Heaven and in Earth ) be Gracioully $5417 451 
pleaſed to ' exerciſe thy Soreraign Kingly Spiritual 
Office, in ſubduing us wholly to chy (elf : £7079 

| 18 
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in ruling and defending us ; in refirgin- | #0 

ing and conquering all thine and our E. | P! 

nemies (both wirhin us and without vs | H 

Sin, Satan, and the world ; and make ys 1 

more than Conquerors over all, evea our | Þ) 

For the laſt Enemy Death. ) | OL 
_— Fu Gracious Lord, who of thy meer good 
of the ueps Pleafure, didft elect ſome of the poſterity 
&, of fallen man, and entereft into a Cove. 
"nant of Grace, to bring them our of the 

ſtace of ſin and miſery, and ro bring 

them into an eſtate of Salvation by FJe- 

ſus Chriſt , be pleaſed according to the 

Riches of thy Grace, to make known *' 

the Lord Feſws Chriſt, the only Redeem- | * 

er, in all his offices, to the World, Re- 

veal by thy Word and Spirit, thy will 

for the Salvation of poor Sinners, and 

and cauſe thy word to be preached, read 

and heard, that it may beeffeRual to 
convince, and convert ſinners, , and 

co build them up in Holineſs, and com- 

fort, through Faich unto Salvation. | 

Before you O Lord, (who haſt compaſſin on the | 
ge 70 th: jpnorant and of them who go out of the |! 
_ way ) who haſt by, thy Holy Spiric made | 
the reading,but eſpecialiy theP:eaching of * 

thy Word, an effetual means of con- 
vincing, and .converting finners, and ot 


building them up in holineſs, and _- 
re 


ſj wore wi Ea 2 RT Mer erens.- 
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Principles made Praftical, 
fort chrough Faich unto Salvation, be 
pleaſed for Chriſt's ſake to prepare our 
Hearts that we miy attend to thy 
word, and receive it (4 yew-born Babes) 


| by Faith, and Love, and lay it up mn 


our Hearts, and practiſe it in our lives. 


Moſt holy, wiſe and Merciſul Lord Befere the 
| God, when all mankind was fallen into ſacrament 
| an eſtate of fin and miſery, it pleaſed 970999mw- 


thee to- enter into a Covenant of Grace : 
to bring thy People out of chat ſinful and 


1 miſerable condition, into an eftate of Sal. 
| vation by chy Beloved Son the only Re. 


deemer : thou arc Gracioully pleaſed to 
teach us, convince, convert, build up, 
and comfort us by thy Word; and for 
our furtherance in Faith, Holineſs and 
Comfort, to repreſentto us Feſws Chriſt, 


| and all the Benefics of the NewCovenant, 
| by ſenſible figns, ( the Bread and Wine, 


| broken, poured out, given and received,) 


and not only to repreſent Chriſt to us, 
bat alſo ro teal and apply him, and the 
Benefics of che New Covenant be thou 
pleaſed by the Spirit of Grace to help us 
to receive the Bread and Wine, accord. 
ng to thy Divine Appoin:ment, that we 


| may receive them worthily, and be par. 
| lakers by Faith of his Body and Blood, 


m— We anc SAreeZont dhanions/ Oh wh RY 


with all h's Benefits to onr Spiritual non- 
Know- 


29 


1 Pot. 3:k. 


7107, 


30 


For the 
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riſhmenc, and growth in grace, We pray 


thee help us to examine our ſelves, and (9 
let us Eat: O letus rotEat and Druik 
pnworthily, nor, diſcerning the Lord 
Body. But give us a clear an4 Saving 
Knowledge to diſcern the Lord's Body, 
2 lively Faith to teed upon him, a'renew- 


,£d Repentance to Life, a pure and fer. 


vent Love, and quicken us to walk in new 
Obedience to all thy Commandments, 
O help us to Remember him, and ſhew 
forth his Death ( boch by our profellion, 
and huly converſation ) till he. come as 


221. | | 
O Lord our God who haſt command- 


Lerd's day ed us to Remember to keep Holy the Sab. 


bath-day,for:Jclus his ſake forgive us,our 
great forgettulneſs both in preparing for 
Ic, and performing the duties of ir, Thou 
haſt been very merciful to us in'allowing 
us fix dayes for ourown imploy ments,thou 
baſt ſtrictly enjoincd us co Sanctfy this 
whole day, and to move us thereunto, 


chou haſt ſct before n5 thine own example, 


( both of finiſhing all chy works in fix 
dayes, and relting the ſeveich ) and haſt 
blefled the day and Sanctified 1t, yer We 
have not conſidered nor regarded thele 
reaſons annexed to this thy Holy Com- 


mandment, to perſvade and ,quicken us 
c0 


Dp 
C5 
CO 
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to this great and Holy Duty, Pardon 


vs © Lord, according to the riches of 

thy Grace, this our tranſgreſhon, and 

ſecing thou giveſt us hopes of enjoying a- 

nother Sabbach, we beleech thee help us 7, reading 
[by thy Holy Spiritco Sanctify this Sab- hegring, 
{bath,by an boly reſting all chis day, even #7 7g 
/fom ſuch worldly imployments and re- DD: 
| creations, as are lawtul on other dayes; 6, Prayer, 
ind ro ſpend the whole cime, in the pub- Crference 
lick and private exerciſes of thy worthip, | 

except ſo much as 1s to be taken up in the 

works of neceſſity and mercy (which thou 

{halc call us tot) and keep us by thy 

Grace, from the omithon or careleſs per- 

{formance of the duries required, from 
irophaning the day by idleneſs, or any 

thing in ut ſelf fintul, or by unneceſſary 
{houghts, words, or works, about our 

[Woridly employments or recreations. 


[And bleſs the whole day to us. 

Moſt Holy, the All. wiſe and Almighty | 
lord God, who doſt by thy moſt Holy, 77 701% 
(Wiſe, and powerful providence preſerve wp 
nd Govern all chy Creatures, and all according 
Iheir Actions, we do molt earnefily be. 7: the 
[tech thee, ro give us thy Holy Spirit, to AnſW. 1%. 
reſerve our Souls from Sin and remp=- 
pron, to govern our thoughts, wills, 
iffe&ions,. our words and' actions, that 


they 


Rr 


For Nig et 


' Principles made Praftical, 
they may be holy. Over.rule our vain |. 
finful choughrs, imaginations, deſigns, | 
purpoſes, motions and affections to evil, | - 
Raiſe in us Holineſs of deſign in our | | 
Converſation, that we may aim ar thy | 
Glory. Give us wiſdom and diſcretion | i 
to order all our aftairs according to thy | 1 
Laws, give us ability and ftirength, that | | 
by thy power we may carry onall the | $ 
affairs, and works of our particular cal- | y 

[1 
d 
t 


ling, preſerve us' by thy power therein 
from our Enemies ; and from all harm 
and danger. We humbly commic our 
ſelves to thy HolyWiſe and Powerful Pro- 7 K 
vidence, we delire thy Grace to depend | D 
thereupon, and to aſcribe the Glory of | at 
all our ſucceſs co thy Blefſing. Let us ! th 
ſee and acknowledg thee in whatſoever | al 
ſhall come to paſs chis day, for all things | nz 
are by thee, and through thee, and for | { 
thee,to whom be Glory for ever, | 4 
O Lord, who haſt Created the Even- ! 4p 
ing and theMorning,and haſt by hy great 
Wiſdom ordained the night for reſt, and | 
chat part of our time on Earch ſhould be | Ce 


I 


x 
bs | 


ſpent in ſleep and reſt, that being re- | 
treſhed thereby, we might be enabled for | 
thy furcher ſervice, When we .arc 
at reſt, we have neither knowledge toy 


diſcern, nor wiſdom to foreſee, nor pow- 
er | 


| 


= 
Q.- 


| Keep 
] Death, ler neicher men nor Devils, nor 
| any other Creature diſturb or hurt us: and 
] thou who governeſt all Creatures and 
! all cheir ations, govern us, our imagi- 


ings 
for | 
7en- | 
reat | 

/ 
and | 

| 


d be 


v 


| Ie- 


| for | 
are } 
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er £0 reliſt che evils chat may betal us, Bur 


thou by thy hely wiſe and powerful Pro- 


vidence, preſervelt and governcſt all 


Creatures and all their Actions; therefore 
we adore thy Providence, and in con. 


| fidence of thy wiſdom, power and good+ 
| neſs, caſt our {elves upon chee chis might; 
| humbly beſceching thee co prelerye our 
| Souls from fin, ( that we imag.ne nor e» 
1 vilupon our beds) our perſons, our re- 


lations, our babitation,our comforts from 
danger and deſtruction, from all Crea- 
tures who are ſubjeR cothy Command, 

us that we "6 not che ſleep of 


nations, affcRions, ſenſes, aRions, thar 
lleeping or waking we may be chine. 


And all we beg as in the Name of Chriff, 
b tor che ſake of Chriſt, A ME MN. 


__— 


r— 


CHAP. III. 

Containing further DireGions to uſe this 
Form, perſwaſions to Family Praycr 
eſpecially, and Reſolution of ſome Due- 
ſtions briefly touched. 

Ou ſee whar ſtore of Spiricualand 


Diviae marter your Catechiſm 
C 
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| of 


1 


doth B<T. x. 
afford 


SECT. 3- 
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afford you, to enable you for Prayer, and: 


Thankſgiving,” ' You ſhall not have cauſe 
to: complain.of want of matter,- ſuch 5 
yon ought, and ſuch as you may make 
we -of, - You need no mare to (ay you 
know not whatto pray for, ' tor here isa 
treaſure dig'd up in your own ground, if 
mdeed you make this little Catechiſm 
your own, Now Labour with your own 


Hearts, and in this ſmall Treatiſe,” and. 


che Lord by his own Spirit teach you how 
ro ow I perceive theſe prayers togrow 
tro ſuch a lengch; that I fear, fome will 
be diſcouraged from the length and feem- 
ing tediouſneſs of all this, therefore re- 
ceive theſe few Counſels and *DireQ- 
Ons, | nt 

rt, You may uſe this as a'Form of 
Prayer, ot *only as a Copy or Partern, it 
you be fo well killed and 'inftructed, as 
ro be able to improve your Knowledge 
in theſe Principles of Religton, to this 
Pury of Prayer.” But thoſe who cannot 
attain to that ' Liber:y and baldnels 
may uſe ſo much of the Prayer eyery 
day, as is not proper to ſome : ſpetial 
occaſftons, as 'that for the” Lord's 
day, and chat before the, Sacta- 


4 


- mcnt, and tbat before hearing #f 


the Word ; and leaving thele* out of the 
s Or- 


ba Fo Og, CS, FD tt yy 
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Ordinary courſe, to their proper ſeaſons, 
the. reſt may be drawn together, to ſerve 
either for Morning or Evening, or any 9- 
ther convenient time. | 

. 2... If, you. cannot ſpend ſo much time 
at once for Prayer, then Jer thac which 48 
omitted at onetime, be; uſed at anorher + 


| and particularly on the Lord's day, and 


bw do WERE Lene En: att L 


| before the Sacrament, it is requilite to be 
| more large and full, | 
3- The leaſt Prayer you can uſe at any _ 


time, is the Shorter Confeſſion nored in 
the margin, with thoſe Petitions for effe. 
Qual Calling, and the, Benefics of Re. 
demption, for grace, | tne means of grace, 
and outward Mercies, for the Morning 
and che' Evening which are all noted 1n 
the margin. ls I 
4+. Though I have not drawn up 4 


| Form of chanksgiving for you, yet asf 
i your duty co recarn thanks for MEr- 


' cles received, - as ''mych as to pray for 


| mercies. 5 ſo. if you obſerve how, gqed 


| God hach been. ro you, in granting 
' your. requeſts, it 15 but turning; that 
' which was before the matter of your 


| requeſt; into the matter of thankſgiving 


and. preſenting your returns of praiſe in 

Name, of, Chriſt, | 

5. You may ule this Prayer alore, as 
C2 


well 
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well as with orhers, changing we for I, 
and I for we? us into me, and me into 
us.  ( This 15 neceflary for the younger, 
and weaker ſort to obſerve, ) 

6. Take heed of praying by rote, in 
meer form, as a laudable cuſtom, Bur 
ſt:1ve for the Spirit of Supplication andA- 
doption; affe&t your hearts wich your exi- 
gencies, and the excellency of the things 
you pray for, | 

In the next place, I warn andexhort 
you to take heed, 


x. Of negle&ng this holy duty both 


1n your Families and in fecret alfo, 

2, Of the careleſs, ſleepy, and cold 
per formance of if. 

x. Conlider that God never had, nor 
hath a child who doth not uſe to call v 
on him. "Prayzr is che firſt Sexton 
convert. Acts 9, 11. They who are 


Sed er Lat a 


boyn of God, and adopted, have the Spi- ; 


"rt of Sons, Rom. 8, 15. Gal. 4. 6. 
"They who are effeftuilly called, are a 


Royal Prieſt-hood every one of them | 
offcrech up Spiricual Sacrifices to God | 


I Pet. 2, F- 9s f 


2. No Maſter or Superior in Familyes, | 


can negle& ſer and folemn Prayer, 
| and with his Family wichour fin and 
danger, 


: 


1. Not ! 


Pow | " © nY s.- Gr 
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| much your duty to continue in prayer. 
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x, Not withouc fin, for to pray with- 
out ceaſing, to continue 1n prayer, and 
and wacch in the ſame wich chankſgiving, 


. are joined with other duties, which be- 


long to relations and members of a Fami- 
ly, ſee Epheſ. 6. to wv, 10. and v, 18. 
and very cleatly, (ol. 4. 1,2, 1c is as 


| - &c, with your Families, as ir 1s for your 


. 
? 
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p 
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Maſters, to give to your Servants that 
which 1s equal. Secondly, You canuot 
omic' Prayer , but with hazard and 
danger, Fer. IO. 25. He isas a Hea- 
chen who calleth not upon God, and lies 
open to the fury and wrath of God, 
Prayer 1s a ProteRion to Families, and 


Perſons, Ezek. 9. 4.*Tis true many thrive | 


' and live. in caſe and peace, who call nor 
; upon God; but is their proſperity and 
' peace blefled ro them? See 1 Tom. 


1 +5: 


2, Take heed of the cold and careleſs 


| performance of Prayer,ſce CMa.15.8. Ro. 


HE 


I2,1I. as you muſt nor be {lochful in your 
own buſineſs, ſo not cold bur fervent in the 
Service of God, Fa.5.16.And take head of 
formality, Hipocriſy and boaſting. Luk, 
18. 10. &c. 

But how ſhall I bring my Heart, to be 


' ſerious and earneſt, in this holy daty ? 


B 3 1. By 
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x, By the. gracious afliſtance_ of the 


-Spirit of Supplication , who! teacheth 


and exciteth the Soul ro Prayer,and mak- 
eth interceſlion in us, Rom,.8. 26.  . 
_ 2, Study well 'and work upon, th 
Heart, a ſerious conſideration of thoſe 
Anſwers, that unfold the fate of Sin 
and miſery, and the places of Scripture 
out of which they are taken, - 


3. Know and be aflured that the myl. | 


titude of thy fins are againſt a higher law 


-&power,than mans;againſt the infinite & 
Soveraign Majeſty of the moſt high God, | 
Arraign thy ſelf before. his higheſt Tribu- ! 


nal. Let Conſcience indite thee of the 


; Qmiffions of what.is Commanded by the 


Holy Law of God, and which thou art 


,engaged, by Solemn promiſe in Baptifm, 
'to obey and keep z and what thou haſt 


commirrted w hich is expreſly and clearly 
forbidden. And then conſider againſt 
whom thou ' haſt offended ; even-that 
God who is infinite jn holineſs, hating fins 


| in. righteouſneſs, taking vengeance: upon 


all impenicents ,'.in- wiſdom knowing 
where to find you out,. and where.co pu- 
nith you z in power, able ro'unda thet, 
and to torment thee in Hell for ever, and 
ro make this World a Hell co thee. 4- Lay 


to Heart the deſert of everyifin ; God's 


wrath 


A 
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wrath and: curſe, ail the-miferies of this 
life ( though he forbear and fparethee ) 
the ſting of death, andthe pains of Hell. 
5. Aﬀe&thy Heart with the heinouſveſs 
of thy Sins, and their many ageravations, 
whereby thou deſerveſt far forex puniſh. 
ment. And 1t.cver chouwilt be lerious,thele 


| confiderations-will make rhee. 


Bur 'whac do you mean wy hue aggra- 


| yations of ſin ? 
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SECT. 5. 


By aggravations of in ate meant thoſe W- 


circumſtances, which render the fi» great 
er. To axgravare is to greaten, magn:ty, 
tomake to weigh heavier. * Such as theſe, 
| the perſon offending, if ot-age, place,office, 
| experience, profeflion, doth more offend 
even in the ſame fin, than others do. Thow 


that teacheſt another, , &c, Roms. 2. 21. 


1 


| Hebr.5.x2.for inſtance, The quality of the 
| Perſon offended, As God; Chrit, Spiric 
| Superiours, '&'c, Sins again{t che Golpel 


are greater 'than againſt Moſes Law, as 


being againſt clearer Light, and Grace 


i 
| more amply revealed, Sins of:en repeat-. 
i 

; 


ed, long continued in, 2gain{t reproof, 
purpoſes &c, and the circumſtance of 


- time, makes the Sin the greater : as to 


, lerve fin, the Devil, - and the World, on 
' the Lord s day, or any other time af Di- 


vine Worſhip, Theſe and other circum- 
C 4. ſrances, 


Anlſ. 
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ſtances, do aggravate, that is,do add to 


the greatneſs and weight of the offence. 
SECT. 6. But whenT ſee my in1quity and my 


Qu. fin, and am humbled for them, how ſhall 


I deal with God for Mercy ? What ſhall 
I fay, and plead ? | 
I. Confeſs thine iniquity, and lamenc 
Anſ. thy periſhing condition without a Re- 
deemer, if Godhad leſt thee co periſhin 
theeſtate of fin and miſery. 

2, Plead chis chat God out of his own 
meer good pleaſure without thy leeking, 
or the motion of any for thee, didelc&t 
ſome to Eternal Life, and did enter into 
a Covenant of Grace, to bring them our 
of the ſtate of an and miſery,and to bring 
them into an eſtate of Salvation by a Re- 
deemer. 

3. Plead: that the Eternal Son of God 
became Man, &c ; That he offered up 
himſelf a Sacrifice to ſatisfie Divine Juſtice, 
to reconcile us (' finners |) to God (that 
that ſacisfaCtion 1s accepted by the Fathers 


and that he maketh continual Interceſſon, 


for all that come unto him heayy laden 
and weary. 

4. Seeing that God was Grationlly 
moved of his own good pleaſure,to con- 
trivc the Redemption of ſinners by hisSon 
Chriſt, and ſeeing chat Jeſus, Chriſt had 


gaven 


ues wn; 
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given ſatisfaction to the Divine Juſtice 


| god finiſhed his'work, and ſceing it is 


che office of the Holy Spiric co apply the 


Bencfirs of Redemption co miſerable fin- 


ners in the work of EffeQual Calling ; be 
inſtane with him that he would be plcaſ- 
ed to convince thee of thy fin and muſery, 


| and to enlighten thee in the Knowledge 


PA 


PDE—_ 


| of Chriſt, and renew thy will, and co 


r[wade and enable thee to imbrace Je- 
ſus Chriſt who is freely, and as he is free- 
ly, offered to thee in the Goſpel. Beg ear. 
neſtly ro be taken into the Covenant of 


| Grace, and to be taken imo the number 


of Ele Children, 


1 5, Be nor. ſparing to 1nfilt wpon this, 
! thar Jeſus Chriſt, with all che Benefits of 


Redemprionzis treely offered to thee,a(wel 


| a3 others, being offered coall in che Goſ- 


| pel;and rherefore though thou art unwor- 
| thy,plead the freeneſs of theGrace offered, 
| and urge that thou mayſt havea ſhare and 


[ 
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portion in chat free grant, and that chop 


doſt come to declare thy acceptance of it. 


| And fo much ſhall ſuffice for the firſt 
| part, ( principally) concerning Prayer. 


PART. 


4x 


42 


F88880648 26645048 


PART. 11. 
Hf the Lozd's Supper, 


»; 4, 2 mike Soo 


Containing direttions for the worthy | 
 ' receiver hivy' to go about his work | 
| 7 Preparation, ' Examinition, | 
 Explication, of what falls in our | 


»* way, andef. diſcerning the Lord's 


SECT. 2. 


Boaj. 


T followeth now, that I'dire& and 
aſſiſt you, to. che worthy receiving 
of the Lord's Supper. To this end 

= you muſt keep in memory and have 
in your eye, three points of your Cate- 
chiim, Firſt, What a Sacrament 15, ſee 
eAnſw, 92. Secondly, What the 5Sa- 
crameat of the Lord's Supper 15, _ 

| | 90, 


Principlet\onade Prattical,, 
# "II 


[, 


— 
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66. Thirdly, Whar is required of the 
worthy receivers of it, Anſw. 9.7. 


What do you underſtand by Worthy Oo ad 
| xeceiving @, 6 San M37 


| | Northat gny of us can be i #orthy of it, ,_- 
but thar we muſt be ficced and prepa= 
| red for it, and ſo Worthy for xt, we com. 
| jng in a magaer ſuitable co ir,and right- 
ly diſpoſed, ic doth not fignify merit and 
deſert, but. diſpoſednels, fienefs, ſuit. 
| ableneſs and preparation according to the 
[os of the.,Golpel, and the inſtirucion 
| of Jeſus Chriſt, as more fully ſpoken of 
by-the Apoſtle, © 2 Cor, 11.24. t0 the 
1.30, Ina right manner and for the end 


| appointed,'- to. Remember Chriſt, and 


| ſhew forth his Death, 
|.-(/For your beter inſtruction,three things SECT. 3. 
| muft be reſolved. Firſt, Whar is to be 
' done by worthy receivers; before they 
| come-? Secondly, Whar 1n che tzme of 
| receiving, and communicating #* Thyrd- 
|, What's to be done afcerwards? F 
| Por che firſt of theſe yoiuun. Catechiſm 
' ſhews you, An.g97.It is required of chem 
that would worchily partake of the Lord's 


dupper, that they examine themſelves of 
their 
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their knowledge to diſcern the Lord's Bo. 
dy » Oc, 


To examine your ſelves z what's that ? 


A. Topuryour ſelves to i ( as the com- 


mon phraſe is ) to demand and- urge to 


know whether you have knowledge, to | 
diſcern the Lord's Body, and Faith to 

ferd upon him, and fo on asin the parti- | 
cularsinthat Anſwer. Ir is to enquirein | 
general inro your Spiritual ſtate, what © 
manner of Chriſtians you are,and in par. | 
ticular co know, how you are diſpoſed ' 
towards Chriſt in this Ordinance, and'to * 


know this dy ſearch and-tryal, not by 
gueſſes and preſumption. 
The Graces and Diſpoſitions of Soul 


which you'are to examine, in order (0 | 
your Eating and Drinking Worthily are ! 


Five. 


1.Knowledge to diſcern the Lord's Bo- | 
dy. 2, Faith,” 3. Repentance. 4 | 


Love. 5. New Obedience, 
I begin with Knowledge t0 diſcern th 
Lord's Body. 


What is the meaning of tþ4,diſcern ths | 


Lord's Body? 


For your underftanding of this, keep | 
in your mind the Notion of a Sacrament: | 
remember what: this Sacrament vs. Y 


to help you herein, obſerve the Elements 


# - 
3 

| 

& 
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$o.. | or outward matcer of the Sacrament, and 
what they ( che Bread and Wine broken, 
tt ? poured out, given and received, Eaten, 
m- | and Drunken) do ſignify, betoken or 
to | fard for» You ſee plainly Bread and 
to | Wine, But obſerve the Actions of the 
to | Miniſter. x. He blefleth,thar 1s 3 he pray- 
ti- | ech; and ſertech them a part according co 
in | Divine appointment, 2. He breakerh 
hat | the Bread 8 poureth our the Winezwhich 
ar. | doch repreſent and bring to your mind, 
ſed } the Death of Jeſus Chriſt, as ſhedding 
to | his Blood even to Deach, ro fatisfy Di- 
by ! vine Juſtice, &c, And know that he who cj , , 

| gave his Life, a ranſom for many, for 1F04.5. 13 
ul j fo doing he is che Life of them that be- 
to | lieve, and therefore he thar hath che Son 
are | hath Life, 3, 1n the chird place, obſerve 
| | the Bread and Wine chus bleſſed, broken 
30- | and poured forth, arc given to you by 
4+ | the hand of the appointed Officer,denot= 
+ ing that God doth exhibic, offer and give 
the | toevery Faithful Soul, his crucified Son, 

{ with all his Benefics co be Life and nou-+ 
the | riſhmenc. 

| Andlafily, as a hungry Man receiv- 
ep | th food, Eateth, and Drinketh for the 
nt: 4 maintenance of his Life, which is main- 
Yer | tained when the food which he cateth 
nes 18 digeſted by him, fo alſo you when you 
or take, 
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take, Eat, Drink the Body and Blood of 


Jeſus Chriſt by Faith, you are united 9 


him Spiritually;whic}: Union is ſignified, 
by pe 2 Eating and/Drinking the 
Bread 8& Wine; & receive Spiritual Life, 
nouriſhment and growth in Grace, Now 
theretore, 1f-you diſcern che Lord's Bo- 
dy, you do ſenſibly perceive that whatis 


given and. received, caten and drunken | 
35 not.the ſame. natural Body. and Blood | 


of Chriſt crucified, and ſhed at Ferw- 
ſalem, and now m Glory. You know by 


your ſenles, chat ic 15 truly and ſubſtanti- | 
ally Bread; and Wine, Yet 2ly, you ob- | 
ſerve. thax. chough this Bread and Wine, 


be the very , ſame wich other common 
Bread and VVine yet .it is not com- 
mon bread: and wine in cheuſe of it, 
nor to a common end z |. bur you ſee 


it; bleſſed, ... broken, given, taken, and {| 
eaten, as berokening the Body & Blood of / 


Jeſus Chriſt, which was offered as a ſacri- | 7 


fice to ſatjsfie Divine Juſtice, and is,now 
oftered and given to you of God, with all 
the Benefits of the New Covenant, which 


1s confirmed by that precious Blood, So | 


then yau PRrScene the bread and wine,but 
diſcern the Body and Blood of Chriſt 


ſignified and reprelented by it. When you * 


ſce the Bread and Wine ſo bleiled ra 
of. 


Principles made Practical.” 
bleſſed end, you muſt believe and know 
thac the Redeemer and all his benefits 
areccommunicated to you, Examine now 
your knowledge. 1. That it 1s Bread and 
VVine. 2. The Actions ( Sacramental ) 
| and whar they ſignify. 3. The uſe and 
| end for which they are applied. Say then, 

here are Bread and wine, the Hors of 
| that bleſſed Body and Blood, which were 
! gen for Sin, and are now in Heaven. 
nd becauſe it is not common bread and 
wine, they ſhould nor eat and drink it 
| in a common manner, but worthily, ;. e. 
| in amanneft beficring ſo great a miſtery,and 
| divine, fignification, | 


| AAR bb 5-02 
, Tryal of Faith. 


a7: 


' He ſecond Grace about which you SECT. 1; 


| 4 (muftexamine your ſelves, is Faith ; 


| ſearch and enquire whether you have ic in 


| you. To that end, you muſt attend to_ 


| twothiogs. . 1; You muſt remember whar 
| Faith1s. 2. Examine whether that ſay- 

| log Faith be in you. | 
_ For thefirſt obſerve Anſw, 86, Faith 
in Teſus C briſt 1s a Saving Grace, whereby 
we 
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we YTecerve and reft upon bins alone for$ql, 
vation, 4s be ts offered to ut in the. Goſpel, 
For your better proceeding in the 2d, 
thing v:z. your examination, whether you 


have this Saving Faith in JeſusChriſt, ! 
begin wich che latter end of your An- | 
ſwer : How is Jeſus Chriſt offered inthe | 


Goſpel > To that end look back to Anſy. 


23- 24. 25. 26. Chriſt as our Redeemer | 
executeth che Offices of a Prophet, of a | 


Pricſt, aud of a King, both in his Rate 


of Humiliation and Exaltation. See and 


obſcrve the three other Aw. diſtinQly. 


Let us go on therefore, how is Jeſus | 
Chriſt offered in the Goſpel ? Anſwer, | 
As the only Redeemer of God's EleR,as | 


the onely-Saviour, exerciling athreefold 
Office, of a Prophet, of a Pricft, of a 
King &c. Such as he is, in ſuch a way, 
he is freely offered in the Goſpel, 


Now examine the particulars, 1. Do ' 
I receive Jeſus Chriſt as my Prophets to | 
reach me by his Word and Spirit, the | 
will of God for my Salvation? He 1s | 
made a Prophet to his Church as he 1s | 
the only Mediator, ſo the only Prophet | 
who teacheth by his Word and Spirit, | . 
the will of God for &'c.Do [I believe chat | 
God hath revealed, or made known his | 


will for my Salvation ? That Jclus 
hriſt 
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j | Chriſt hath revedled that withof God), 

d | clearly and fully? An I fenfible of my 

"9 ing. aftray trom the way to happineſs ? 

|. | Aml ſenfible of my ignoranceof the way 

4 to. life ? Is there any other way, orany 

he | other Prophet, to diret me to Eternal 

, | Life? Do I renounce all other chat are 

er | contrary to this 2 Do Ibelieve this co be 

*, | the ſure :word of Prophecy, tg 

te | which Edo well to rake heed; thac wag 

ad | given by mlpirazion of God; and is pro+ 

y. firable for all chings? Do I know chat 

iis | Inced both the Word, and the Spirit of 

r, | Chriſt? Do I cake Jeſus Chriſt, as my 

as | infallible Prophet ro teach me by his 

14 | word and ſpirit? Not cleaving to the 

a | word withour the ſpirit, nor pretending - 

n | the, Spirit, and neglecting the 

' 1 Word? Who is my Prophet and Teach- 

»s | &? VVharis che rule of my inward and 

to | outward man, to dirct my Heart and 

he | Converſation 2 Do I, keep to this rule? 

is | can I reſt upon this teaching of Jeſus 

.is | Chritt by his Word and Spirit, as alone | 
Jet | Wciens tor my Salvation? , . - SECT. 5; 
it, |. 2. Examine, do LI receive Jeſus Chriſt 

ar | 1n his Priefily Otfi:e > Do I know arid 


| lievs thac I am a vile ſinner, 1n the 


| lighc of the Holy God 2 Do I know that 


br in, I deſerve the Eternal wrath of 
D God? 


TO 


Pp 


SECT. 4 
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God? hat Lam guilcy before hum ? that 
he-rnuſt be ſarisfted or I can never be par. 
doned ?. donot I know that I am void 
of all (elf-righreouſneſs and meric? that 
I cannor fatisty for my fin, nor reconcile 
God to me? nor any other Creature for 
me ? Aml vile, guily, wretched 1n mine 
own eyes? Do I believe thac Jeſus Chriſt 
bach once offered up himſclf, ( Body and 
Soul _) asa ſacrifice to fatisty Divine Ju- 
fiice; co reconcile me co God ? Hath he 
fully and for ever ſatisfied his Fathers ju- 
ſtice? was his ſatisfaction accepted in ſulP 
15 the Father wcll pleaſed in him ? Is not 
he offered to me as Righteouſnefs and Re- 
demprion ? Do I receive him alone, re 
nouncing all fe]t-righteouſneſs and merit, 
or the merit and mterceſfion of Saints and 
Angels? and do reſt upon him alone for 


my Salvation, as my only mediator and 


interceſfor ? 

3- Ask your own Souls, whether you 
receive Jeſus Chrift in his Kingly Offrce ? 
hath he by themightyworking of his holy 
Sp;rit({by whom he rules his Church)con- 


vincing, humbling and converting me, 


| ſubaued me co himſelf? VVhar? am I 


ftill a rebcl, a revolcer, a gainſaying ad- 
verſary, as I was by Nature ? Are the high 


thoughts, and lojty imaginations of my 


Soul 


wo + 
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| Soul ſubdued, and brought irico the obe- 
| dience of Chriſt? are 'myTarnal AﬀeRi- 
] ons, paſſions andlufts ſubdued? Towhom 
! doT yield my ſelf a Servant ro obey ? Do 
' I receive hin! and own his power co rule 
' in me, and oyer me ? over my thoughts, 


imaginations purpoſes,my wil 8&all my fa- 
celcies8&ſenſ:2Am I wil'ing that he ſhold 


: reign over me? D-I take his yoke upon 


me 2 Submit co be ralzd by his Spirir, 


: and Holy Laws? Havel rfor niany ſubril, 
' ſpiceful, cruel adverſaries, thac ſeek ro de- 


ſtray. my ſoul, the fleſh within, che 


| Devil,and the wicked world withour me, 


b:lide the laſt Enemy Death ? Oh! how 


unable am TI to go our againſt chem! are 


| they not moreand mightier than I? Can 
' any bat the Lord Jeſus, the only Poten= 


tate, King of King's ; reftrairi and con- 


| qQuer chem ? Can he do both, not only 
reſtrain, but allo conquer hem all ? Are - 


they not his Enemies as well as mine ? O 
th:n, do I receive him, co ſubdue me 


| wholly t9 his obedience ? -D5 I own him 
| as my Soveraign King ? And do I reſt 


upon him ? Thar he will fubque my (n- 
fal luſts, though they are ofcen roo hard 


. for me? D> I reſt upon his Power, to 


prote& me, or to reftrain h's and mine E= 
uEncs? Do I telieve that he is ablI= to 
| Þ 24 bring 


Fl 
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bring we to Glory, notwithſtanding alt 


oppokition from.all mine Enemies ? How 
ſhall jy withſtand Temptations, mortify 
my, luſts and paſſions,overcome the world, 
endure perſecutions, and go forth.co mect 
the laſt Enemy ? -— Then, © my Soul, 
reſt upon him. ſtill; In a word'examine 
zf; you receive him as Prophet for wiſdom, 
for righccouſneſs/as a Pricft, for SanRifi- 


_ cationandRedemptiqn as a King; ſee. x, 


Cor. x.. 30, Do:yourcſt upon Chriſt a- 
Tone, whole Chriſt, and.none but Chriſt ? 
what anſwer doch thy Heart make to 
theſe demands /? 


_—_— 


CHAP, IH, 
'Lrial of 3Kepentance. 


Tm you try and examine your Rc- 
K pentance,, remember what it is. Anſ. 
$7, Repentance unto life, is a Saving 
Grace,whereby.a-Sinmer out of a true ſenſe 
of bis. ſin, and apprebenſion of the Mercy 
of God, 3 Chriſt, doth with grief and ha- 
tred of bis Sin, turn from: u unto God, 

ware” 
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with full purpoſe of, and endeavour ofter 


new obedience- 


\ 
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1. Havel any ſenſe of fin? do I know SECT: 1: 
| that ſin is any want of conformity unto, 


or traaſgreſſion of theLaw of God,of the 
Law of God who 1s Infinite in Holineſs, 
Juſtice, Truth, Power, and Goodnels ? 


' Ohwhat an evil is that which is contrary 
' &offenſiveto theNature of this God. Do I 


perceive & feel verily in my Conſcience, 
my fins to be very many and great?Have 
I a ſorrowful ſenſe of my darling- -bofom, 


.* common-fins, and of their ſeveral aggra- 


yations ? 
Here you may deſire to know, when 
a ſinner 1s duly ſentible of his Sin ? Af. 


; You may know by what accompanies it, 


when he doth with gricf of Heart, and 


| hatred ofhis fin (his old, beloved, fe- 


cret ſin ) turn from it, unto God, with 
tall purpoſe of,and endeavour after new 
obedience. No man 1s fenlible of fin, as 


' highly offenſive and contrary te God, 


| but doth grieve and ſorrow for itz no 
| man is ſorry in a Godly ſort, that doth 


not turn from it unto. God, as hating it, 
and endeavouring to pleate God. Men 


| may hear of fin, and talk of it without 
| thele effedts;but they were never (enable 


of what they ſpeak. 


D 3 2, Do 


Qu. 


F4 
SECT. 2: 


Principles made Praditcal. 

2. Do I apprehend that it is Mercy, 
meer mercy, tender mercy, and wonder- 
ful, ifever I turn from lin, and eſcape 
damnation? is this Mercy in and through 
and;for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, it ever Ts 
eſcape the curle. and wrath due to 
me for fin ? doth the apprehienſion of 
God's mercy in Chriſt, melt me, win 
me, Overcome me, and prevail upon me, 


to forſake all my fi iN, and to turn to 


him? 

3. Do I grieye for ſin 2 what js my 
gricf? is it deep and hearty 3 ariſing 
m me from a clcar fhght, and convidr- 
en of fin? dol grieve that I ever ſinned 
at all 3 that I have diſhonoured and dif- 
pleaſed God, though I ſhould not go to 
Hell nor fear it? doth it break my heart 
and make me mourn before God, when 
I remember 1t? 

4- Dol hatc it? do I hate all fin in 
general, for its corrupt baſe and deviliſh 
nature an] qualities? do ] hatermine own 
{10 1n (pecialdo I fly occaſions andwatch 
againſt temptarcions to it'? do I pray a- 
gainſt it to be delivered from it, and c- 
nabled againft-it ? do I dyto it, and 
mortify i It, and ceaſe to make proviſion 


for 1 it * ?. theſe are fi igns of hatred of fin | 


5. Have 
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Principles made Praflical, 

5. Havel turned from fin ? dol turn 
furthex and further from it ? whoſe am 
I, to whom do I belong 2 Satan, or am 
[ turned from him to God ? am Tl really 
turned, ſo that I yield thoſe members, 
which were inſtruments of unrighte- 
ouſne(s unto fin, to be inſtruments. of 
righteouſneſs unto God? do I turn to 
love, fear and ſerve him as the Lord my 
God? 

6. How dol turn, feignedly, weak- 
ly, and in pretence, of with a purpole 
of Heart ? is my purpoſe full and fixed, 


| orbut half-perſwaded ? am I fo turned, 


that I reſolve in the firength of Grace to 
return back no more but to go forward? 


; dol ſo purpoſe chat I will endeavour al- 
' waies,” by all means, by the Ule of all 


Ordinances, to walk in new obedience, 


: asa New*Man? DoTturn to God as 


well as ceaſe from ſin, and doth this 
priefand hatred of fin? whenceare theſe 


| zeſolutions and purpoſes ariſe ? do they 


| ariſe from that Saving Grace of the Spi- 


| rit workiog in me a ſenſe of fin, and an 
' apprehenſion of the Mercy of God in 


Chriſt ? mark what Conſcience doth an- 


+ fer to theſe interrogatorics. 
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CHAP. 1V. 
The Tryal of Love, 


He 4th. Grace to be examined, js 
that of Lovgz,and though your Ca- 


techiſin tells you, you muſt examine 


SECT, I- your Love, yet it helps you not to try it 


as you are helped in the Trial of Faith 
and Repentance. It will be neceſſary for 
me to open to you the Naturs and pro- 
perties of this divine grace 3 and that by 
thewing you the objec&5 of it, or tow- 
ards whom thisGrace ofLoye is exerciſcd 

OST 1. To Gdd. | 
| | 2. Io Man. 

7. Concerning your Loye to God,you 
muſt obſerye, that we are bound to Love 
God, in thoſe three diſtin relations in 
the God-head, that is, we muſt Love 
the Father, the Son,and the Holy Ghoſt : 
for in our, Baptiſm, we take theſe three 
Glorious Pecx{ons in the God-head, for 
our God 3 And what dyties we are cn- 
gagcd to in our Baptiſm, we muſt exer+ 
cile, and engage our fclves anew: £9 
perform, when we come to the Lords 
Table : for then ang there we renew = 

Fe. : CL Sg Os 


Examine your Love 
; L C 


GO 


= 


Oo. 


- ACT. "I.-Y ww pu 42 


| kiops of God, eſpecially his Grace, ©59-10- 
: Goodneſs, and Aſa 
; doxe and admjre him, he doth deſire him P[c63-2. 3. 


to him in all things. 
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: | Covenant with Gods And as we ave 
| bound to helicye in God the Father, che 


! Sonand theHgly Ghoſt,ſo we axe bound 


'to Love the Father, the Son, and Holy 
1 Ghoſt. © _. 


This being ſpoken on the way, I ſhall 
deſcribe this Grace of Love, asnear as I 


_ can,as Faith and Repentance are deſcyibr 


cd before 3 and that by pointing, out the 


: cauſe and xeaſons,'and the effefts of it, by 
! which you may txy the Truth of it. 
| cove ta God is a Saving. Graec whargs 


' by @ Sinner out of the ſenſe gf his Sin, — 7:37 


' baſenels, corruptian and miſery, and 2.3. zo 10. 


from an apprehenſion of the infigite per- C-»?. 1.3- 


I Fo. 4:9. 
ciency, he doth a= 15. rg; * 


and cleave to him,he labourxeth to do the Per. 30. 


things that pleaſe him, and to. conform - " _ 


1 Fob. S. 3: 1 ah. 3- I. y I Fab. 67% I4-15. 
| H "mb 2's 
Examine your ſelves. I- Your loye SECT. 2. 


| ta God proceedeth from your knowledg 
| and apprehenlion of his infinite excellens 


cies, 'cxpreſled in his Attributes. Do you 


; therefore acknowledge God, and look 


upon him, as infinite in Wiſdom, Hor 
_ Fower, he ISAT: — 
| neſs, 
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nels and Truth, rich in Grace, ec. ſee 
Exod 34- 6. 7- Doſt thou believe the 
Love of God to thy Soul : is he thy God? 
hath heengaged his Attributes and Glo- 
ry to thee, to be on thy fide and for thy 


good ? Doſt thou believe thy (elfto be 


corrupted, polluted, guilty, and help- 
leſs ? doſt thou lock upon the Creatures 
as vain, and unable to make thee hap- 
py ? that God is alſufficient for thee m 


all conditions at all times ? doſt thou a- : 


dore and praiſe him ? ſee Pſal. 103.from 
T7. tO 19. v. Doſt thou believe that God 
is infinitely better than all Creatures,and 


to be loyed above all 2 and doſt thou 


eſteem and love him above all the World 
even with all thy Heart, Strength, Soul, 
and Mind. Mat. 22. 37. Lath, 10. 22. 
Even above Father, above Mother. Wife, 
Houſe, Lands, yea Life it ſelf ? doſt thou 
deſire him, prize him, and prefer him 
beforeall? Pſa. 16.5, 6. Pſa. 4. 6,7- 
Pſa. 144. 15. Doft thou Labour to be 
like him, to imitate him, to keep his 
Commandments ? 1 Fob. 4. 10. 11, Ie 
Pet. 1. 17. And till to give God the 
precedence, to chooſe him above all, to 
fear him more than Men or Devils, and 
eo obey him rather than Man? This in 
General. > | 
But 
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But to go on to particulars, examine 1. 


| your Love to the three Glorious Perſons 
in theGod-herd diſtintly.Andknowthis, 


/ that he that loveth the Father,loveth the 


Son and the Holy Ghoſt likewiſe, and he 


' that loveth Chriſt, loveth the Father and 


the Holy Ghoſt alſo. 
1. Examine your Love to God the 


* Father : ſay to thy Soul, O my Soul, 


' what am I about to receive? Bread and 


xg. 
. Ki ws 


Wine :' but what is repreſented thereby? 
the Body and Blood of thy dear Saviours 


; the only begotten of the Father; as cruci- 


hed, with all the Benefits of his Death. 


- But whence came this to paſs? How 


caine he to be one of us, in.our Nature, 
to be thus abaſed and crucified, to be- 


| come a propitiation and a ranſom for ſin? 
' O behold and wonderz Rom. 5. 5, 8, 


' 9. This 1s an Act of the Fathers Love 


and Grace. Nolt thou perceive and ad- 
mire the Fathers Love, in; making a Co- 
venant of Grace, to bring thee and ſuch 
as thou art, out of the ſtate of fin and 
miſery * * ( matk that) and to bring thee 


+ Into the ſtate of Salvation by the Redee- 
' tner? ( pauſe and flop here a little) and 


that Redeemer, the Eternal Son of God 
equal with God? and that to ſtoop fo 
ow, to be Abaſcd, Killed, Crucihed : 

and 
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and this 


' when Sacrifice and offerings God would 


I Foh.4.9. 
Fob. 3-16 


not. Heb. 10. 5 O doſt thou not Love | 
the Father; 1. Becauſe he was pleaſed of 


his meer good pleaſure, to decree the 
Salvation of poor ſinners, . 2, Becauſc 
he took that way to bring his choſen 
ones out of fin and miſery, to obtain E- 


verlaſting Salvation? | 3. Becauſe heſent - 


his Son in the Form of a Servant, to 


humble himſelf to Death,even the Death 


of the Croſs, to take away lin, | by that 
kind of ignominious and painful Death. 
4 For fitting him thereunto3 for it 
pleaſed -the Father that in him ſhould 
all fulneſs dwell. Col. 1. 19. Heb. 2. 
IO, II: V. 17. Cc 7. 26. | | 
 F- And that when all other means 
could not do. it ( as was intimated be- 
fore ) Heb, 10. 5. | 

6. And who and what are they, 
for whom the IntiniteWiſdom doth con- 
ſult, Infinite Mercy and Grace act 1n 
ſuch a wonderful way and manner? even 
ſinners, Encmies, when weak, weak 
and without ſtrength, and therefore 
worthleſs. and good for nothing» Ro. 
5 6, 72, $ | 
"7. Ard tomake this Love more ad- 
mireable, that every. one that helieveth 
| = ES ſhould 


or Enemies and ſinners ? | 


Pdboks aaads Þ Bia)" 


| honld become a child of God. 1 Foh. 
ZI 


\Study and. behold this Infiniee Mercy 


| and:Grace, he gave' his Son to be' thy 


| Redeemer, - and giveth every one that 
thall be faved'to his Son, ' And thougtt 
they arc giver to the Sorr int EleQtion, to 
be Redeemed'by him, they muſt come'to 
; Ehrift3: but they cannot. eorhe except 
: the Father draw them, Foh. 6. 39, 
/ $4,45- Doth not thy Love grow wartn, 


! and gather firength, by theſe -confſide< = 


' FAtIONSs 

Hereitvis Love ! God gives and fends 
« his Son«to be chy Saviour a'compleat 
| and: perfect Saviour he is, and he with 
' theGlorious Purchaſe of his Blood.chings 
preſent and" things ro: come, a Tefta- 
| nent full of Bleſſings, ſcaledin that pre 
: cionus Blood;- is ſer before thee upon the 


' Table. :Now' the Father. of Mercies -- 


ready to vereive thee, and if thou” re- 
 ceive thy Saviour, thou halt be rtiade's 


| San, even a coheir wich Chirilt. 


Perceiveſt thou- not the Loveof God 


' inall-this? examine thy-ſelfnow. Is not* 


| God: berter-than Father: and /Morher'to' 
thy Soul? What ſaith thy Heart-to this 
Father's Love? Wilt thou Love hum 
better chan Father- and Mother? = 

ou 


bay ( 
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Principles" made Praftical; 
thou honour. and reverence him, as 3 
Father high above all ? wilt thou ſerve 
and imitate him: Eph. 5. 1. and paſs 
the time of thy ſojourning here in his 
fear. 1 Pet, 1, 17? Shew thy. Love by 
keeping all. his, Commandments. Wilt 
thou refuſe to beabaſed, ſhamed, afflict- 
ed, perſecuted, and even.to:dy when he 
calls thee to it, for his lake, and for hig 
Glory ? Herein thou wilt manifeſt thy 
Love to ym, who hath: Bleſfed thee; 
&c-\Eph. 1.3; WE $6708 

Secondly, Try thy Love to thy Re- 
deemer, .the Lotd Jeſus : it thoiu lovelt 
him, . thou knoweſt tor what, Cunt. 1. 3. 
Becauſe of the _ ſavour of: thy*food oint= 
ment, &c, therefore. do the Virgins Love 
#bee. ' The reaſons of thy Love to Chriſt 
may. be redaced-to two heads; | 1. What 
he was, and became for:thee.'. 2. What 
he is to thee,. and for thy Renefit. . 

1. What he was and became for thee 
and: here obſerve, that thy Love muſt 
run out towards him, as thy Redecm- 
er in; his threefold office. And take notice 
of this, what-ever Chritt . was for thee, 
in reference unto God, he pertormed as 


chy Hiph-Pricſt,and becauſe he diſcharg- 


e&d that Office, He is become a Prophet 
& a King:;had he not fatisfied the Divire 
Juſtice; 
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| Juſtice, and reconciled God to ſinners, 


he could never have taught his Church 
the way ofSalvation;becauſe there would 
have been no Salvation wrought, or 


! purchaſed 3 - and he ſhould have had no 


| People to rule and defend. Now examine 
thy ſelf, doft thou not wonder that the 
Eternal Son of God, ſhould become thy 
| Redeemer ? thy Redeemer who art the 
: finful ofi-ſpring of ſinful Parents! that 
| he ſhould take upon him, the ſeed of 
| Abraham, and not the Nature of Angels! | 
! that he ſhould fave thee by his own de- Heb: 2.46. 
* baſement, diſhonour, and bitter ſuffer- 
ings! haſt thou not cauſe to Love hitn, 2. 
' for taking thy Nature ſomuch below 
| him, into Union with his Glorious Per-; 
ſon. 2. For taking thy Nature with all 
: the AfMicive meanneſs of it 3 not with 
honours, eaſe, pleaſure, reputation, and, ,_ 
'pomp. He who was the Lord of all, CY wy 
' ame not to be Miniſtred unto, but to 
Miniſter. | 
3+ For Suffering the wrath of his own 
| Father,as a moſt provoked mighty Judg, 
| who ſpared not his own Son. 
| 1 4+ Fortaking on him the guilt of fin, 


- : Which is moſt odious and contrary to 


| hitzthat hewhowas holy, harmleſs,unde- 
hed ſhould be numbred among tran: 
greſlours, 


$2 


Ia s3-11, 
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greſfors, and to ſuffer the moſt bitte 
2nd reproachful, curſed death; and this 
for the tranſgreſſions of his apoſtatized, 
and revolted: Creatures ! knd now fil 
he makes Tntexceſſion for thee, he pleads 


\ his own ſufferings for thy Salvation; and 


his merits for thy, diſchaxge. Ask thine 
own Soul ſeriouſly,, what wouldſt thon 
have done .had- nor he thus low abaſcd 
kimſcHf, and been thy Surety ? how 
Gould(t.thou have reconciled the provok- 


6d Majeſty of Heaven ? cbuldſi thou have 


bora the wrath and curſe which was due 
to thee for thy ſin? O how ſhould the 
{coſe of ſin, guilt and damnatton due to 


thee, bepet a deep ſenſe, of thy Saviour's 


. Love; and thereby enflame thy Love! 


_. 2. Conſider what he is to thee and for 
thee, ſurely he is all in all: a merciful and 
faichful: Saviour. Haſt thou any Know- 


ledge of thy fallen,depraved, curſed wo- 


ul condition ? and doth it not make 
thy love to barn within thee ? He wasa 
Sarety for thee, and he 15a Savzour tO 
thee. He gave himſelf for theey andnow 


he gives. himſelf to thee, with a large, 


ſhare, and fill-portion of the purchaſe of 
his moſt precions Blood. Knowelt thou 


not that the Holy and Jealous Godwas 


angry: With thee ? that all the mulſeries, 
0 
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of Life,Death and Hell were due co thee, 
and that neither thy tears norblood could 
waſh away thy fin? And that Chrift 
hath done all that was required for thy 


14 | aronement ? O doſt not love tum intire- 
| 1y; and intenſely to the highelt degree, 

who procured thy pardon by his owa 
condemnation, and bitter Death, who 
'' hath obtained for thee an acquittance 
| from thy treſpafſes and Debts, a Patent 
: for Adoption, and a Kingdom with 
! that Prerogative, even a Coheirſhip 
- with himſelf? 


Now thy Love to Chriſt as thy Prieſt 


| and Advocate will appear. 


x. Tnthy high ptizing his rightcouſ- 


neſs, and counting thine own, even all 
+ things but loſs for him. Phil. 3.8,9. 


2. Incſteeming thy Lite to be we 


/ up in him. 1 oh. $5. 12. Col. 3+ 3 
: And ſo for our Love to Chriſt in relpe&t SECT. 5- 


of his Prieſtly Office. Secondly examine 


: thy Love to him as thy Prophet. 


1. Doſt thou Love and delight in his 


| word, &his ordinances?dofſt thou keephis 
! word &treaſure i it up in thy heart? Fo.14-+ 

| 23. 2-Doſt thou ſubmit thy carnal reaſon 
; to the Spirit and Word of Chriſt ? dott 
' thou embrace the motions of his bleſfed 


Spirit, though contrary tothe inclinati- 
ons, 


65 


65 


Principles made Praflical, 


- ons, of thine own carnal affecions and 


luſts : thy obedience to his teaching will 
prove thy love to him, and thy delight 
to hear him. 


SECT. 6. 3+ Examine thy love to him as King, 


I.Art thou glad that there is.a Law for- 
bidding fin : that there is a Law in thy 
mind warring againft the Law in thy 
members ? doſt thou yield thy {elf ta his 
rule and government : and doſt account 
It thy liberty, and thy happineſs to be 
under his Command ? 

2. Doſt thou bring all thy luſts to his 
Croſs to be crucified : and deliver up thy 
moſt beloved ſins, to be mortificd by his 
SoIrit ? This is a ſure ſign of love to him, 
when we do not tolcrate any luſt againſt 
his will. | | ERP | 

3- Art thou for Chriſt agaiuft all that 
riſe up againſt him ? .Doſt thou ſeek his 
Glory, enfleavour that his ſcepter, and 
throne may be ſet up and exalted in the 
World, and in thine own Heart ? 

4- Art thou prepared to follow him, 
the Captain of thy Salvation, to leave 
all and follow'him : as one that goes a 


warfare after Chriſt, to fight the good 


hght. of Faith, and withſtand the Fleſh, 


; World and Devil ? 


Thus 
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d Thus far- of thy Love to the ſecond 
11 } Perſon, with the reaſons and cftects of 
it lt, _ 
The third head of examination, is of 
;. | our Love to the Holy Ghoſt. There is *EST: 7: 
r- | unſpeakable cauſe for it. ; 
y I» For his Infinite excellencies as God. 
y +. 2: For his Work and Othce, which is 
is ; to apply to us the Benefits of our Re- 
it | demption. The Spirit of God doth theſe 
x | things for thee, in order to thy Salvati- 
| on, for which thou art Intinitely obliged 
is i tolovehim. 
y | 1. He revealsthe deep things of God, 
is | the Myſteries of Redemption. 
 : 2. He cnlightneth thy mind, to ſce 
| +} and know the things of thy peace. 
' 3. He doth convince thee of thy fin 
zt | and miſery, and thereby he prepares thee 
is - for cure, and dcliverance. 
d 4+ The renewing of the will is from 
e » him, whois the Spirit of Regeneration. 
' $5. He perſwades and enables every 
1, . one to believe and embrace Jeſus Chriſt 3 
'7e | that ſhall be called and ſaved. 
2 ; 6. He (andificth the Heart, yea the. 
d ; whole man-throughout and makes thee ; 
h, : Holy, that thou maiſt (ce God, if ever 
' thou ſee him» 
15 7. He teacheth thee to cry Abba-Fa- 
: E 3 ther. 
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ther, as the Spirit of Adoption. 
$. He ſeals all that are ſealed to the 
day of Redemption. | 
gs. And all the Spiritual true joy, 


' peace and comfort, which any one hath, 


come from him, Gal. 5. 22, together 
with all ability for any ſervice, fruit and 
Benefit from Ordinances, which would 
not have been effeual. to Salvation, if 
he had not bleſſed them. So that if you 
love Grace, or hope for Glory, you 
cannot but adore and Love the Holy 


Ghoſt, even as the Father and the 


Son. 

Shew and manifeſt your fincere Love 
to the Holy Ghoſt, by your Love to the 
Word given by his inſpiration, and all 


. RE me Nee) v 


holy Ordinances. And fer what'do you ' 


love the Word and Ordinances, try it, 
isit not for the Heavenly Wiſdom,ho- 
Iineſs and the Divine efficacy and ten- 
dency of them, to make you wife to Sal- 
VatiOne | 

2. It you Love the Holy Ghoſt, you 
will defixe, and improve Communion 
with him, inall Divine inſtitutions, and 
Ordinances, in which he is graciouſly 
pleaſed to communicate his Graces :. as 
in Preaching the word, I. 61.1. 1n 


Praycr, Rom. 8. 26, 27. In Sacraments, 


Mat» 
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Mat-3- 11. He makes the Chriſtian with 
he | in, Rome 2. 29. engrafting us into the bo- 
| dy, 1 Cor. 12.'13. He makes the fleſh 
y, | of Chriſt to be bread indeed, and his 
4 | blood to be drink indeed, and his wards 
| to be Spiric and Life, Joh. 6.63. Eps 5. 
nd | 18, 19- 

Id 3. You will walk in the Spirit, and 

if | | bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, Gal. 

du | 5. 22- and 16. 

ou And thus much of our Love to God. 
| 2+ The ſecond General Branch of ex- 

he ' amination, is of your love to man, to SECT.8: 
| every man being your neighbour in true 

ve | ſence. 
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| Your Neigh- F Brother, or 
u * bouris either a } Enemy. 


J- I, Try your Love toall the Saints, 
1- | and holy Brethren, not only in that par- 
ticular Society of Chriſtians, with whom 
| , you hold Communion, but to all that 
u | are ſcattered abroad, though under diffe- 
n :! rent Governments, amd adminiſtrations 
d | as tocircumſtances of Worſhip 3 even all 
ly ' thatare in the Body, and that loveour 
is | Lord Jeſus Chriſt in fincerity, Eph. 6. 
n ' 24, You cannot Love Chriſt, except 
Ss, _ you love the Brethren, x Jo. 4. 20. 7, 


3 TY: 
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13.34 35- I' Cor. 10. 179. For webe- | 


ing many are'one Body. 

Examine your ſelves; Firſt, Do you 
love them, as being all one 1n Chriſt Je- 
ſus, 1 Cor- 16+ 24. As fecllow=heirs of the 
(ame Gracez Eph. 3. 6. And doyon 
love them for the Truth's ſake, and for 
the ſake of Grace, even againſt all the 
prejudices of cuſtom, education, and 
{ſmaller private differences : without 


difference? ſee Gal-3-27,28.1 Cor.12. 13. 


Secondly,Do you love them though they 
excel you in Gifts, and Graces, degree 
and place 3 or them that are many { ta 
below you in the World ? ſee 1 Cor. 12. 
24, 25+ c+ 13. 4. Thirdly, Can you 
ſympathize with them, and ſuit affe&i- 
ons to their various conditions? 1 Cor. 
12-26 Bear one anothers burdens : 
Gal. 6. 1, 2» Can youviſit them and 
take part with them in their reproaches, 
and ſufferings for Chriſt and righteouſ- 
neſs: Atts ' 7. 23. Hebr. 11. 25, 26+ 
Fourthly, Doth your love cxtcnd to all 
the Saints ? Eph. 6- 24. 1 Cor. I6+ 24- 
Fitthly, Can you break with all the 
World rather than with them, and do 
and ſufftcr more for them , than for any 


other, and count Jernſalem your chief 


Joy ? Pſal. 137. 6: 
| | 2, Iry 
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2. Try your Love io E'.mies, we SECT. 9. 


muſt do good to all, an ove men as 
men, Firſt, Do you pray for them thar 
God would turn them, and forgive then? 


| Mat. 5+ 44. As 7. 60. Ine. 23. 34. 
| Secondly, Can you forgive rhem their Zyb. 11,4. 


treſpaſſes, as far. as they arc ag-infſt you? 
as they are againſt the Law © God you 


| cannot forgive, but fo ccnlicercd you 
: muſt pray for them : but as the ſin.is an 
| offence againſt you, Charity requires you Ealegurys 
| to forgive them z and not only the offence g:116, 3.13. 
15 to be forgiven, bat the injury and 
; dammage, if it be ſmall and tolerablc. 
 Buc chough you cannot without fin, re- 
: mir the damages, yer you mult "(eek 
/ your. right with a charitable Hearr, 
Thirdly,Can you feed yourEnemy, when 
' hungry, and cloach him when naked ;- 
Rom. 12, 20, In a Word, endeavour to . 


carry your felf according to the Law of 


Love. 


CHAP. VY. 
Trial of New Obedience, 
TS fifth part of your rask of ſelf exa. 


mination is, your New Obediente: 
E 4. For 
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For your better undercaking of it,be plea. 
fed to obſerve what it is, aud why 'ns 
called New, The thing it (elf, oi New 
Obedience, 18 a-hearty ſincere, reſpe or 
aim at God's Glory, in keeping all his 
Commandments ; or having a reſpeR to 
all God's Commandments, and walking 
before God, 1n righteouſneſs and holinel(s 
all che dayes of our Lite, being redeemed 
from the hand of our Enemy. Ic is called 
New Obedience, in oppoſition ro the ſer- 
vice of fin, or obeying the Law in our 
members, For we being ſinners by Na- 
rure ; and corrupted with Original fin, 
we arc inciaed and given to. lerve fin, 
ard to live after the fleſh, Row. 6, 11, 
I2, 13.16, 17, 18, 19, 20, But when 
we are united to Chriſt in our Effectual 
Call ng, aad have Repentance towards 


God,and Faich in our Lord Jeus Chriſt, 


then we become dead to fin, and free 


from the dominion *f it : we are married 
unto Chriſt, in Covenant, that we may 
abound in fruits of R-gateouſneſs, which 
are by Jeius' Chriſt, co the praiſe and 
Glory ot God, Philip. 1.11, Rom, 7+ 
4. We are bound to do whatſoever he 
commanaerh us, Mate 28. 20. 

Now threes things muſt be enquired 


SECT. 2 ater, Firſt, The SubjeR and Principle, 


Or 
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or root of this New Obedience, Second- 
| ly, The Rule of ir. Thirdly, The End 
! and deſign of it. 


x. Whence is it that you perform ſex- 


vice, or Obedience unto God? Doyo 
| ſerve him from Faith, Love,and unfeigne 


Repentance , towards God } Are you 
effeRually called ( remember what chat 


| js) are you united to Chriſt by Faith ? 


( ſee what thatis) are you turned from 


| all fin, from your. boſorn-darling-coſtly 
' fin, to God co obey his Law? ( cry your 
| Repentance ) have you a new Heart? 


have you the Image ofGod renewed upon 
you ? are you fanRified by the Spiric} 
(look to Avſ. 35. ) For New Obedience 


| proceeds from the Hearc renewed and 


ſanRifted. 

2. Try your obedience by the Rule of ic. 
That is che whole Word and will of God, 
Pſal. 119. 105. ThyWards a Lamp 
to wy Feit &c, v. 6, When T havere- 
ſpe& to all thy Commandments; at all 
times, alwayes even to the end 3 Pſal. 
I 19. 112, Philip. 2. 12, He that is ſuch 
an one, doth nor live in any known Sin, 
nor neglect any known Ducy. He makes 
Conſcience of duty to God and Man. 
Als 24. 16, 

3+ Try and examine the end of your 
obedi- 


SECT. 3- 
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obedience, what you aim ar and deſign, 
New Obedsence proceeds from a Principle 
of renewing Grace, 1s regulated by the 
Word of God; and directed to his Glo- 
iy. And ſo what youlcarn firſt in your 
Carechiſm, is the ead of your Converfa. 
tion and Obedience, See Cel, xr, 10, 
Phil. I,.IT.' I Pet. 2.9. I Pet. 4 
II, | 
' And chus much for the firſt duty be- 
forethe Communion, | 

The ſecond 1s the duty of Preparation 
for the Lord*s Supper. 

Having examined your hearts, if you 
find theſe Graces in you, then the work 


SECT. 5. 


cf Preparation 1s, to {tir up the Grace of | 


God given you, 1n putting your Souls 
in a readineſs to receive Jeſus Chriſt, as 
offered to you, wich all che Benefirs of 
the 'New Covenant, by adding to your 
ſelf-cxamination, humble confeſſion of fin, 
earneſt ſnpplication for' forgiveneſs of fin, 
and grace, if you find a want, or a weak- 
neſs of Grace, chen ſharpen your defires 
afer it, and pray for it, and add your 
thanksgiving for themeans of Grace, and 
for Grace received. | 
Thus much for the Daties before the 


Sacraments 
CHAP, 


* 2 Un CRINGS 


CES, NR 3, I 


(os FAY ec ER LW, _ 


4 2 oO tee ACC RE l b< 


RG 
oy w 


Principles WT Prattical, 
.CHAP. VI. 


Duties at, and after the (ommuniton 
together with mottues and perſwa- 
ons to perform, the whole Duty in 
a due manner, 


Hile you attend upon God at hig SECT. 1. 


Table, ſhake off all drowſineſs 
and vanity of mind; confider at whoſe 
Table you are to Eac and Drink, and 
what the feaſt is. Therefore draw near 
with a holy reverence, with a clear know- 
ledge,and lively Faith. Attend to what is 
ſer before you, the outward figns & what 
1s :done according to the Infſticution of 
Chriſt, obſerve the breaking of the Bread, 
the powring out the Wine, and the giv. 
ing of both to you. Know that you are 
to remember Jeſus Chriſt, and ro ſhew 
forth his death, diſcern his Body z churſt 
and hunger for him, receive him by Faich 
and the Benefics of che New Covenant 2 
look unto Chriſt crucificd wich a broken 
heart, ſorrowing for ſin: meditate on 
the Love of God m his Son Jeſus, on the 
ſufferings of Chriſt, on the ſatisfaction . 
given, Redemption and Victory w—_ 

or 


76 Principles made Prattical, 

for thee ; calt thy ſelf upon him,truſt to 
him, give thy (elf co him, delzghr in his 
love, apply him for what thou 'doſt moſt 
ſtand in need ofzrenew thy Covenant, 8 
thy.. engagemen; to he che Lord's, and 
creſt thy laye to all Saiars,and be thank- 
ul. 

After the Sacrament, refle& upon your 
ſelves, review your carriage. Firſt, Con- 
ſider, have you diſcerned the Lord's Rq- 
 * dy: made an affectionate remembrance 

of him Þ Have you received him by 

Faith? Are you nouriſhed by him 

& Secondly, pIf you find quickning 

& and comfort then bleſs God for it, 

*© beg a continuance of it, watch againſt 

& relapſes, fulfil your vows, encourage 

6 your ſelves to a frequent attendance on 

*rhat Ordinance. But thirdly, If you 

*« find.not preſent benefics by ir, then you 

&« muſt more exaRtly review your prepa- 

& ration, and carriage at the Sacrament, 

& In both which if you cau approve your 

c: ſelyes co God and your own Conſcience 
© then wait for the fruit in due cimez but 

<< if you find that you have failed ineuther 

«© (preparation or carriage) you mult be 

&« humbled, and attend upon it after- 

© wards with more care and diligence. 


BECT, 3- The motives and arguments to perſwade 
0 


SECT. 2. 
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| toa frequent, and becoming celebration 


of the Lord's Supper, 

Having direQed you, and brought 
{ome aſſiſtance towards the holy and. com. 
fortable receiving the Communion, of the 
Body and Blood of the Lord, I mighc 


. expe& that you will ſay,you have now 


what you much defired, and only want. 
&d ; for ſo great ſhouſd be the forward- 


neſs and zeal of every one, who bears the - 


Chriſtian Name,to obey every Command 
of Chriſt, and. particularly to addreſs 
themſelves co this Holy Ordinance, 
wherein the Love of Chriſt is ſet forth in 
his moſt precious Blood, that they ſhould 
not need motives to ſpur them on, Bur 
alas! how-commonly do we ſee Men and 


Women excommunicarte themſclves, and 


Non-Communicants crowding out at 
che Church-doors , leaving but a little 
flock behind, to feed upon his Body, and 
Blood, who laid down his Liſe for the 
ſheep. Truly, co ſce many depart who 
have been earneſtly, inviced to.this feaſt of 
love, hath brought to my mind, the ſepa- 


| ration that will be in the laſt day, be- 


tween the ſheep and thegoars. Wo, wo, 
to them when Chriſt ſhall bid ther, de- 
part from him, who for love of caſc, jg- 


! norance, and wilful impenitence go away, 


from 
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from him, repreſented ar his Table: 
T ſhall draw outa few Arguments to 
perſwade poor Souls, to a Conſcientious 


well-prepated addreſs to the Table of the 


Lord , otit of the ſame ſtore-houfe, your 


very Catechiſm. ; 

Advancage or diſadvantage, are the pre. 
vailing motives, to perſwade or difſwade. 
Now if you ſhall find the advantages ye- 
ry great of right and worthy receiving, 
and the loſs and fin great of neglect. 
Ing, . or unworthy receiving, then I hope 
hope you wil bewon, and brought over to 
my e:xneſt requeſt, That you would be 
conftant Communicants, but not igno- 
rant, unprepared, and unteformed. 

'1, Ibeſeech you to conſider the great 
and gracious condeſcenſion of the moſt 
high and holy God, to reveal to yau, the 
great Myſtery of Redemption, by his Be- 
loved Son, and to make ic plain, and to 
confirm weak Faith, to repreſent 1t by 
{ſenſible figns. The Bread and Wine ad- 
moniſh you of the neceility of Chriſt, 
without whom you cannot live, and of 
the Benefic of Chriſt, whoſe effec 1s ſpi- 
ritual nouriſhment and growth in Grace. 


'You have need of this plain way of in- 


formation, by ſenſible ſigns : God ſtoops 
very low therein z negleSt it nor. What 
1 advantage is this to be doubly taugh', 


by 
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þy the word, and by teaching ſigns. SE- 
condly, Confider once again.what 15S con. 
veyed co your Souls by chele viſible {igns. 
Firſt, Jeſus Chriſt as dying, yea as dead 


| In our fiead for our ſins, to ſatisfy for 
: them, and procure forgiveneſs: to recon- 
; cileus ro G:d z and thac his Death was 


eff:ual for theſe great purpoles , becauſe 
welhew forth the death oifChrift,by which 


| all Heavenly bleflings, are become Lega=- 
© ciesin the New Teſtament. Secondly, Is it 
| not proft:able for you to ſee Jeſus Chriſt, 
' and all che benefirs of Redemption ſer 
| befo;e you, that God withholds nothing 
: from you, if you will receive Chriſt; 


but fers him and all chings with him be- 


: fore youreyes;invites you to take him,and 
: all his benefits : He offers him, yea gives, 


yea ſeals che, gift of Righteouſneſs and 
Life, co make it ſure to you for ever, it 
you will but take and receive, as he hath 
appointed you. And what can be more 
to you than Jeſus Chriſt, and the pur- 


| Chaſe of his moſt precious Blood? are the 
| forgiveneſs of fins, Reconciliation, Adop- 
tion, ſupplies of all Grace, the Promiſes, 


which are exceeding great and precious, 


' ſuch vile and common thingy, that you 


will not have them, though for coming 


for? have you no need of Chriſt, or no 
need 
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med ofreceiving him in this Ordinance? | 


ſurely if he enjoined ir ro'therm who had 


been trained up in his Do&rine, known 


SECT: ©, 


his Life, ſeen his miracles;how gracious is 
God to us, in appointing us ſuch a help, 
who have more need of ſuch repeated con- 
fitmations of his Grace? can' you' do as 
well without ? or whar need you care to 
have your graces ſtrengthened, or for. 
giveneſs ſealed? can you be ſo unthankful, 
and cold in your Love, as to negle& to 
remember him, in a way of His own ap. 
pointment? Or would you be fo careleſs to 
have the Ac of Oblivion ſealed, bythe 
great ſeal; and co be ſure of Lite > Orare 
you fo rich, that you can be without a 
part in the Everlaſting Covenant ? Is he 
2 Child of God that never enquires for 
the Legacie bequeathed by will ? what is 
this, bat the New Teſtament confirmed 
by the Death of the Teſtacor: 

'2. You are invited, nay required to 
come, by one who muſt nor be deſpiſed, 
a great King, This charge, this do 18 
remembrance of me, was given by the 
Lotd, in the fame night wherein he was 
betrayed. That which you are invited 
eo, is -with greateſt earneitneſs to be de- 
fired, you will certainly dy for ever with- 


oue Chrift ; come Soul take me and live, 
| ſaich 


| 
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faith Chriſt: whoſoever wil,let him come, 
And will you not come? can neither che 
authority of God, nor his Love, nor the 
laſt charge 'of a dying Saviour prevail 
with you? Oh will you not obſerve his 
charge, which was given in che ſame 
night wherein he was betrayed 
when he was ready to facrifice 
his Body and Blood for your fins! 
when he was ready to drink the bitter 
cup of God's wrath, appointed to be 
drunk by Infinite Juſtice 5 when he was 


| -readyto ſhed his Blood for the remiſſion 


of fin, and to make the Covenant of 
Grace of force by his Death ? ſo that 
thereby, all che Children mighc come in 
for their portions and ſhare, becauſe the 
Teſtator being dead, the Legacies became 
due to all that claim them, Will none 
of theſe things move you ? but rather lec 
all be loſt, chan you trouble your ſelves 
to examine your ſelves, to repent of fin, 
and embrace Chriſt, or co ſhake off your 
damning ſecurity and Spiritual ſloth ! che 
Lord rebuke you in mercy, that you 
may be ſaved. 

3- Doth the offended God, declare 
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that he is well pleaſed with che death of SECT. 6. 


h:s Son ? Doth the Lord Jefus Chriſt 
ſhew forth his own death, for fin to Re. 
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deem your Souls ? Do nor you hear him 
ſay, Thus was my Body broken, thus 
was my Blood ſhed, thus my hands, 
and my feet, and my fide were wounded, 
chus I gave up the Ghoſt for you? —— 
And upon this, that Chriſt died, a Pro. 
clamation 15 made to all, that have any 
thing to accuſe the Soul of, Who can lay 
any thing to the charge of God's EleQ? 
Ir 3s Chriſt that died : and to all finners 
that are caſt in law, that cannot deny nor 
mitigate their offences, nor bear the fen- 
rence, much leſs endure damnation by 
that ſentence, I ſay, to all ſinners, notice 


x oh.1,2, 1s given, if any man fin, there 1s an Ad- 


yocat with the Father, who 1s alfo the 
propitiation for fin, O Sinner, wilt not 
thou come to lee this Death ſhewed forth? 
Soul, what haſt thou to ſhew, or plead, 
wherefore the ſentence of Eternal Death 
ſhould not be pronounced againſt thee, 
but this ? Haſt not thou finned againſt 
the Infinire God > Doth not thy Conſci- 
ence accuſe, judg, and condemn thee ac= 
cording © the Law,which thou haſt tran(- 
greſſed 2 What canſt thou ſay for thy felt: 
If thou offer to plead any thing of thine 
own, either good intentions, defires, 
purpoſes, works, or any circumſtances, 
ro extenuate, and pareoff che groſnefs of 


thy 


Principles made Praftical. 
' thy fin, thy Conſcience (except the igno- 
rant and erroneous ) like an upright 
Judg, well Learned 1n the Law and Go- 
ſpel, muſt needs ſtop thy month ; over- 
rule all thy pleas, ard tell chee chat with- 
ou: ſhedding of Blood there is no remil- 
fion of fin z and thar no Blood but the 
precious Blood ofChrift, as ofaLamb with- 
our Spot , can cleanſe chee from thy (in. 
Wilt not chou therefore caſt thy ſelt up- 
on the Free Grace of God, reconciled 
and Satisfied with the Dzath of his dear 
Son? And wilt thou nor come to that 
Ordinance 5 which he commanded his 
People to the end of the World co ob- 
ſerve, in which his Death is ſhewed forth, 
and there ſhew him to God as the Neath 
of thy Mediator, who hath made peace, 
and taken away fin ? and ſhew him allo, 
to all thy adverſaries and accuſers, Lo, 
all you that ſeek my Soul co deſtroy it 
This is he who gave his Life a ranſom for 


me, he hath fulfilled che Law, fatisfied- 


the Divine Juſtice, what have you ro 
ſay againſt me ? Againſt all your accuſa- 
tions,this I plead and alledge thar Chrift 
died, and overcame Death, and chat he 
died for me, And be ir knownto all 
Infidels, and Blaſphemers,thac che cruci- 
fied Chriſt, is my Lord and Saviour £ 
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into him 1 was Baptized, tohimT am 
joy:red, I am his. And O you the bleſ(- 
ſed Saints of God, take notice that Þ hope 
to be ſaved even as you, by him whoſe 
Name is Jeſus, who came to fave his 
People trom their ſin. | 

O you careleſs ones, who will not be 
at the coſt of a Sacrament, who will not 
come to the light, forſake your fins, nor 
be joined to the Lord, tobe his,by a re- 
newed Covenant, you that will nor take 
pains to know the Lord Jeſus, in the great 
work of Redemption, in which youare 
deeply concerned, that will not take 
time and pains to prepare your ſelves for 
the Supper of the Lord, give me leave to 
ask you theſe few queſtions, ' - | 
x, Haveyop finned at all? 
2, What dothevery ſin deſerve? 
3. Is there any other Redeemer but 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt? ; 
4. Do you think that his Death 1s 
{hewed forth, in this Holy Sacrament Y 


5. Ovught you nat to obey his laſt will 


to make a remembrance. of him? And 
will you not come to remember him ? 
Oh what a fight doth the broken-hearted 
penitent ſee, when rhe Father ſheweth the 
dearch of his Son, asfully fatisfied, and 


pleaſed in him 2 and whey Jeſus Chriſt 
f ſhew- 
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ſheweth forth his Death as ſatisfying for 


pent and believe the Goſpel, O how 


muſt the Heart needs melr, and love, as 


Mary wept and loved ! 

Ler me add, Wouldſt not thou hate 
and abhor that Miniſter that would refuſe 
to Baptize thy Child ? or account thee as 
a Heathen, or a Publican ? And is it no- 
thing to thee, that thou carrieſt chy ſelf 
like a Heathen,by thy ſtrangeneſs, ſinful, 
and ſlochful refuſing ro.come to this Or= 
dinance::. Thou doſt diſcover the ineffec. 
tualneſs of thy vow in Baptiſm to bind 
thee to be a thorow Chriſtian, and that 


' thop art not the betcer for it; that thou 


+ GY 


thinkeſt that the preaching of Chriſt, is 
but a dry thing, of no power upon thy 
Heart; that chere is not that good to be 


' had by communion with Ciriſt, that we 


fay thereis, In a word, thou art back» 


' ward to renew thy Covenantin thine 
own Perſon, in thy riper years, and 
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wouldeſt be as {lack to be Baptized, if it 
were now to be done, as thou art to eat 
the Lord's Supper, for both are ſeals and 
Ggns of the ſame Covenant, and by con- 
ſequence thou art backward to become a 
Chriſtian, And what wilt thou be ac 


counted in the laſt day ! : 
# .The 


all, with a fall diſcharge co all thar re. 
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Principles made Prattical, 


The other motive 1s the loſs and diſade- 


vantage by not receiving, and alſo by 


unworthy receiving. The Non-Com. 


municants loſe all that true Believers ger; 
that ſatisfaRion, peace, ' joy, comfort, 
firength and growth. The unworthy. 
receiver-and unſound-Comnunicant,comes 
for the worſe, Firſt, Sin is a great diſ- 
commodity to any one : the: fin of un. 


worthy eating and drinking, 1s a fin of * 
great indecency, and misbehaviour,. to. | 


wards Jeſus Chriſt crucified for fin chou 
art guilty of the Body and Blood of the 


Lord, that is, thou prophaneſt that which | 
15 moſt holy,and abuſeit tharwhichſhould ! 
be: moſt dear to thy Soul. Secondly, : 
Thou eatcſt and Drinkeſt Judgmentto | 
thy ſelf: for they who eat and drink'un. 

worthily, provoke God to puniſh them, | 
they draw down Judgments upon them : 


ſelves, and others alſo, Thirdly, Thou * 
loſeſt che Benefic of Spiritual nouriſh- | 


ment and growth in grace, thy ſins grow, 


thy Heart waxeth worſe and worſe, more 
deceitful and hard, if not more prophane, 
even to nauſcate that from Which thou re- 
ceiveſt no ſaving Benefit. Tn a word, 
thou haſt no Communion with the Facher 
in his Love, with Chriſt in his merits, 
with the Holy- Ghoſt in his Grace and 
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:-{ comforts, nor with the Saints of God in 


| Love, and Heavenly priviledges, Oh 
{ what a loſs, and diſadvantage is this ! 
| Confider what I ſay, and reſolve by the 
| Grace of God againſt affefted ignorance, 
Spiritual and killing (loth and eaſe,againſt 
undeliet and falſneſs of Heart, ſhrinking 
; from thy Covenant, Vow and Promiſe, 
| and fee that thou fin no more, by omiſſion 
' of this great duty, and negle& of this 
| high priviledge, nor by an unworthy eat- 
ing and drinking, But hunger and thirſt 
| after Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be filled with 
| his Grace and Glory. Come witch thy 
| wedding Garment,and thou ſhalt never be 
] Caſt our, Tf chou wil ſhew forth his deach 
| uncil he come again, when he comes, he 


will receive thee to himſelf,and chou ſhalc 
be for ever wichthe Lord. So be ut, Amen, 
| Amev. 
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